
Minutes from Quilters Guild of Dallas 

General Meeting 

September 7, 2023 

 

The meeting was in person and via Zoom (hybrid). Linda Bartley, President, called the meeting 

to order at 7:08PM with “a Zoom meeting has been called a modern day séance.” Think about 

it!! 

 

Visitors and new members were recognized and welcomed. Linda urged members to invite 

friends to visit our meetings and consider carpooling to enable those who might not be 

comfortable driving at night get to attend the monthly meetings. She also reminded meeting 

attendees to wear name tags to help newer members and guests remember names of people they 

meet each month. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

1. The minutes of the last General Meeting on August 3, published in the monthly 

Newsletter, were approved by acclimation. 

 

2. The new membership year began September 1. Linda explained the workings of the 

Guild database as follows: Everyone who has been a member of the Guild has an 

account. On September 1 of each year if your dues are paid you appear as an “active” 

member in the Directory. If your dues are not paid by September 1, the data base shows 

your membership as “expired,” however your account is still viable. Paying your dues 

immediately moves your status to “active” in the Directory. 

 

3. The incoming new Board members for 2023-2024 were introduced: Alice McElroy, VP 

of Education, Marcia Wood, interim VP Community Service & CFK transition 

coordinator, and Laurel Blackburn, Secretary. 

 

4. Alice McElroy, VP of Education thanked Cleola Green for her demonstration of paper 

piecing prior to the start of tonight’s meeting. At the October meeting Dianne 

Cronenberg will demonstrate making multiple HST’s at one time. 

 

5. Linda shared that many people consider volunteers as “suckers” but any organization 

with a strong infrastructure of volunteers functions as a smooth running machine and 

things appear to get done effortlessly. However, organizations without a strong volunteer 

base operate in seeming chaos all the time and struggle to operate effectively. Quilters 

Guild of Dallas has a reputation of almost flawless operation thanks to countless 

volunteers from a membership that covers 85 zip codes throughout Dallas, North Texas 

and even other States… 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Bonnie Ambrose, VP Show assured that, Yes! We are having a Show in 2024!! The dates are 

March 15-17, 2024, a week later than what it’s been for the last 30 years but still at Market Hall. 

Inflation has impacted the Guild just like it has impacted everyone and everything. The rent for 



Market Hall was $33,000 for the 2023 Show but for the 2024 Show the rent is $55,000. Bonnie 

outlined some ways that we can assure that the upcoming Show is as profitable as last year’s: 

• Volunteer, volunteer, volunteer  

• Actively sell raffle tickets for the raffle quilt displayed last month by Judy Kriehn 

• Talk up the Show to friends, family, coworkers, etc. and make them aware of the online 

ticket purchase option.          

 

 

Deborah Boschert, Judging Committee announced that the deadline to enter a quilt in the 

2024 Show is January 10, 2024. All entries will be made online and there will be opportunities 

to get help navigating the entry process at the upcoming Guild meetings starting at the October 

meeting. Members are urged to consider entering quilts to “show” the work that Guild members 

accomplish. 

 

Deborah also reiterated the changes that have been made in the entry categories. These changes 

are outlined on the Guild’s Facebook page, on the Guild website and under a separate item in the 

monthly Newsletter. As an effort to get more young people interested in quilting she emphasized 

the addition of the Junior category for entrants under the age of 17; this will be a judged category 

with monetary prizes. Entrants do not need to be a member of the Guild and the entry fee is 

waived.  

 

Concetta Boscardin, VP Finance presented the 2023-2024 fiscal year balanced budget that was 

approved by the Board at its August 29th meeting. 

 

Concetta has served on the Board for the past 5 years and will be rotating off at the end of this 

fiscal year so a member with a financial background, accounting, CPA, banking and/or 

investment experience, etc. will be needed to take over those responsibilities. If you have 

experience in these areas, talk to Concetta about this voluntary opportunity. Her contact 

information is in the Guild Directory. 

 

Linda reported that the Guild had been advised that the synagogue has increased our monthly 

rent to reflect the necessity of increased security for any gatherings in their facility. This increase 

is reflected in the budget that has been presented and approved. 

 

Marcia Wood, Interim VP for Community Service  – with Rhonda Anderson moving to 

Chicago the amount of work she did with Covers For Kids is now seeing the light of day and it 

will not take a village to replace her but a whole city. There will be a transition time while 

everything gets sorted out and Marcia requested that if you can take one CFK quilt to bind you 

should take 2, can do 2, then take 4 so that quilts in progress can be finished quickly to better 

evaluate where the program stands. 

 

Marcia also emphasized to those attending the meetings on Zoom that they could get involved 

with the CFK initiative by contacting her and making arrangements to meet her in the area of the 

Best Little Retreat Center at Coit & Beltline in Richardson to pick up kits to sew or quilts to 

bind; her contact information is in the Guild Directory 

 



Pat Henry, VP Membership announced that the Fall Retreat scheduled for September 29-

October 1 is SOLD OUT!! 

 

She also has had several renew their memberships or join as new members at this meeting and 

referred to the database operation that Linda outlined earlier in the meeting. 

 

Plans are underway for a Guild swap meet sometime in early November; stay tuned for the date 

and site information but start gathering the things you no longer need or want to dust in your 

sewing room. 

 

Pat announced that there were some squares available for anyone to sign to be included in the 

quilt block project that will be sent to Rhonda Anderson as a way of expressing appreciation to 

Rhonda for her tireless work in developing and coordinating the CFK program for so many 

years. 

 

Dana Ryan, VP Programs & Workshops stated that our speaker for the October meeting will  

be Becky Chutchian, a fabric designer for MODA. Becky will also be doing 2 in-person 

workshops at a cost of $40.00 each. 

 

BRING & BRAG quilts were shared!!  

 

Linda brought attention to the display of the first National Quilters Day quilt made in 1992 and 

donated to the Quilters Guild of Dallas in 2018. As President she’s “inherited” it and wanted to 

share it with the attendees. There is a book that accompanies the quilt with the names of all the 

people who signed it. 

 

After a break Dana Ryan introduced Maria Shell as our speaker, all the way from Alaska via 

Zoom, with a program on the subject of Traditional, Art, and Modern Quilts. 

 

Door Prizes were awarded and the meeting was adjourned at 9:14 pm. 

 

Attendance: Zoom: 43 

                      In-person: 43 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Laurel Blackburn 

Guild Secretary 

 

 


