
Quilters Guild of Dallas May 2024 Newsletter 

May 2, 2024 Guild Meeting 

The QuiltCon 2020 “Best of Show” winner Peter Bryne, will be our May 2nd speaker.  He won 

only TWO years after he started quilting.  We need to know how he did that!  His lecture will be 

on zoom but please attend the meeting if possible.  Let’s welcome Peter to Dallas.  

Peter Byrne is a Canadian quilter and teacher. He is a 

national and international award-winning modern quilter with 

a deep passion for innovation and design. His strength is 

maintaining a fresh approach to quilting with original designs 

and technical mastery. 

After 30 years working as a stylist and salon owner, he 
retired and started exploring new creative outlets. He bought 
a sewing machine and began quilting. In 2017, he joined the 
Toronto Modern Quilting Guild and walked into his first guild 
meeting. He became a full-time student of the craft and two 
years later, he designed and made “Starring You,” which won 
Best in Show at QuiltCon 2020, along with his quilt 

“Cityscape,” which won Best Machine Quilting Frameless. His quilts have been winning awards 
at QuiltCon and at Canada’s national quilt show, Quilt Canada, where in 2023, his quilts placed 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the Modern Category; which is the first time in the show’s history that 
happened! 
Lecture:  Behind the Seams:  Join Peter as he presents a virtual trunk show showing over 25 
of his quilts along with pictures of his quilt-making process. He also shares his experience of 
being a guest on The Quilt Show with Alex Anderson and Ricky Tims, and gives us an overview 
of the virtual workshops he offers. 
 

June 6, 2024 Guild Meeting 
 
The Guild welcomes Susan Edmonson in June for an in-person lecture and workshop. 
 

Susan Edmonson is an award-winning quilter and mixed media 
artist. She started her journey in 1981 stemming from an art 
background of drawing and painting. Her passion is mixing all 
of her knowledge into small creative art quilts, with each one 
being heavily embellished either by hand or machine! Most of 
her designs are inspired from Nature with attention to detail. 
She will bring examples of her original art pieces for the trunk 
show. 

She has been published in numerous Somerset Studio 
Publications, Quilting Arts, and others, along with three 
segments on Quilting Arts TV. She teaches across the US for 
national shows and guilds. 

Susan lives in Concord, North Carolina with her husband of 46 years who was her high school 
sweetheart. They have two grown sons and four precious grandchildren. 



Lecture:  My Quilts Don’t Fit on Beds! 
 
I love working small! My tiny quilts are considered by many as 
“tiny works of art.” I will explain how working small can give you 
great results while working out the many, many creative ideas 
we all have! 

 Large projects have always overwhelmed me and are daunting 
to finish… by the time I would finish I was so very tired of the 
project.  

So tiny was just my style! Fabric books, fabric jewelry, purses, prayer flags and many more 
projects are my favorites. My classes are designed to inspire my students to create their own 
works of art. 

Dallas Guild Recipe Collection 
 
What new, different, and exciting food do you take to a social function?  Pat Henry, VP 
Membership suggested that we collect recipes for snacks, finger food, cookies, dips, veggies, 
salads, etc. but no casseroles!  She will compile the recipes, so you can offer the next “Have To 
Try It” at your next outing.  Bring the recipe to the May meeting or send it to 
membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org  
 
 

Dallas Guild Tote Bag Project 
 
One of our agencies that receive our quilts for their young clients asked Nina Hall for cloth tote 
bags.  When the children are escorted to their various appointments, the attending adult needs 
a convenient way to carry any and all necessary items for that child.  Being a generous person, 
Nina took charge, acquired canvas fabric and put together kits for the Guild members to 
construct these requested tote bags.  Thank you, Nina and the Dallas Members, for taking on 
this project.  
 

Covers for Kids- CFK project  
 
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, in April the Dallas Guild donated a total of 50+ quilts to our 
three Dallas agencies; Vogel Alcove, Ronald McDonald House and Dallas Children’s Advocacy 
Center. This project has been a significant and long-term commitment of the Dallas Guild. 
 
 

Request for Information 

Dr Marian Ann J. Montgomery is researching the Taylor Bedding company and would appreciate 

any information that the quilting community may have.  See the informative article below. It is 

hoped with this article that those who have quilts made by the Taylor Bedding Company, or with 

Taylor batting or patterns will contact the Museum of Texas Tech at 

marian.ann.montgomery@ttu.edu to share what they know.  Thank you.   

mailto:membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org
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Taylor, Texas Batting and Quilts 

By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D. 

Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum of Texas Tech University 

 

Many are familiar with the quilts made from the patterns printed on the inside of the Mountain Mist 

Batting wrappers, but few know that the Taylor Bedding Company of Taylor, Texas participated in 

a similar promotional scheme. 

 

CAPTION Post card of the 

Taylor Bedding Company, circa 

1930. 

 

Taylor Bedding was founded in 

1903 by D. F. Forwood who had 

cotton grown in the Taylor, 

Texas area made up into 

mattresses for his furniture 

store.  Other furniture stores 

wanted the mattresses and so 

his business shifted to the 

making of mattresses, upholstered furniture, mattress covers and quilt batting.  The company took 

the Morning Glory as its logo stating that if you slept on their mattress, you would “wake up in the 

morning feeling glorious.” 

 

 

CAPTION An image of the 

founder, David F. Forwood, from 

the 75th anniversary newspaper 

supplement for Taylor Bedding. 

 

This company although founded 

in a small Texas town in the 

Austin area, thought big.  

Forwood took his small daughter 

Virginia with him when he went 

to pitch the mattresses to J. C. Penney and ended up being awarded a contract to make 

mattresses with the J. C. Penney label.  They won an award for the mattresses they supplied for 

military cots during World War II as seen in the following ad.  And they secured Tom Landry, famed 

coach of the Dallas Cowboys, as a spokesperson. 



 

 

CAPTION: Advertisement from 1943 regarding the 

Award for Excellence received by Taylor Bedding 

Company for the mattresses they supplied to the 

U.S. military during World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a promotion, each package of batting came with 

a coupon that could be mailed in to receive a booklet of quilt patterns from the Taylor company.  

Following are images of two different versions of the booklet. The Museum is interested in 

knowing if other versions exist. 

 

CAPTION 1930s Taylor-Made booklet for quilts and 

comforters. 

 

A quilt made from a pattern similar to that on the cover of 

the 1930s booklet recently was donated to the Museum 

of Texas Tech University.  Its colors continue to be 

vibrant, and the quilt is beautiful.  It is hand appliquéd, 

and hand quilted around the appliqué motifs.  The pattern 

for this quilt is among those in the 1930s Taylor-made 

booklet. 

 

 

 

 



 

 CAPTION: 1940s version of Taylor-Made Quilts 

and Comforts pattern booklet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

CAPTION: Morning Glory Quilt, circa 1940, 

Gift of Sue Reich, TTU-H2024-007-001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Later during the quilt revival of the 1970s, the company produced quilts books by Barbara Taylor, 

who was probably not an actual woman, but a name chosen to represent the company in the 

same way that Betty Crocker was not a real woman, but a name designed to give the company a 

more feminine appearance. 

 

 

CAPTION: The New Barbara Taylor Book on Quilting, 

published in 1970 featuring the Morning Glory Quilt 

pattern. 

 

The patterns in the Taylor-made booklets are not as 

distinctive as those published on the Mountain Mist 

batting wrappers making it more difficult to identify 

them. 

 

During the 1950s the Taylor Bedding company also 

made and sold quilts.  In 1953 Virginia’s husband, Lee 

R. Lawrence a hog buyer, offered a free “Morning 

Glory quilt” with a retail value of $9.95 for every 10 

hogs a customer brought to his Katy Stock Pens.  He 

was a buyer who then took the hogs to San Antonio 

to the Ragline meat packing company.  It is unknown 

what these quilts looked like, so information is sought 

on that as well.  It is possible that they were in a pattern similar to that recently donated to the 

museum, but the handwork on that particular quilt makes it seem unlikely that this was the type 

being sold for $9.95 in the 1950s.  The Taylor Company also offered their quilts as door prizes to 

local events as seen in this ad for the Taylor Kiwanis Club. 

 

 

CAPTION: Ad for Taylor Kiwanis 

Club event stating a Morning Glory 

Quilt donated by the Taylor Bedding 

Mfg. Co would be a prize. 

 



 

CAPTION: Image from 1978 75th Anniversary 

newspaper supplement showing a quilt being 

finished at the Taylor Bedding Company. 

 

 

 Founder David Forwood ran the company into 

the 1950s when it was taken over by his 

daughter Virginia Forwood Lawrence.  She 

guided the company through its 75th 

anniversary before it was taken over by the 

children of her siblings, who had a 2/3rds 

interest in the company compared to her 1/3rd.  

The company was dissolved in 1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

The son and daughter of Virginia 

Forwood and Lee Lawrence have been 

very helpful in supplying information 

about the company and images. 

However, what the Taylor quilts that 

were sold for $9.95 looked like has yet 

to be identified.  It is hoped with this 

article that those who have quilts made 

by the Taylor Bedding Company, or with 

Taylor batting or patterns will contact 

the museum at 

marian.ann.montgomery@ttu.edu to 

share what they know. 

 

 

CAPTION: Virginia Forwood Lawrence 

congratulating a long-time employee at 

the 75th anniversary of the company in 

1978. 
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