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Cindy Grisdela 
(Hybrid Meeting, Lecture via Zoom) 
 

Cindy Grisdela is an award-winning fiber  
artist with over 30 years experience  
creating eye-catching quilts for the wall. 
From her studio overlooking a lake in  
Virginia, Cindy draws inspiration for her 
contemporary art quilts from the colors and 
textures she sees outside her window every 
day, from the pebbles on the path and  

currents in the water to the wings of birds. She is fascinated with color 
and likes to use fabric the way a painter might use paint.

Cindy’s work has evolved over the years from her start as a traditional 
quiltmaker to a more modern, improvisational style. She encourages 
her students to embrace the process of ar-
tistic design and let go of the rules to em-
brace their inner creativity. Not following 
a pattern means not knowing exactly how 
a design is going to turn outanything can 
happen, and that’s exciting!

Lecture — Journey of an Art Quilter:  Have 
you ever wondered about how to make 
the transition from traditional quilter to 
artist? Cindy Grisdela started out over 30 
years ago making quilts using traditional 
patterns and techniques. With examples 
from her own quilts, she will describe how her work evolved into a 
unique contemporary style that has won awards at and is juried into 
fine art and craft shows all over the country.  Don’t miss Cindy’s Zoom 
workshop, Fearless Curved Piecing, on Saturday, September 14, 2024.

Meeting:  
September 5, 2024 

Time:  
7:00 - 9 :00 pm

Location: 
Congregation Shearith 
Israel, 9401 Douglas  
Avenue, Dallas, TX 75025

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and Tell, 
and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Dana Ryan
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome 
to the attend the Guild 
meetings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the 
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas: https://www.
quiltersguildofdallas.org/
about

Sign up here for Fearless 
Curved Piecing  
workshop: https://www.
quiltersguildofdallas.org/
programs/

It’s time to RENEW! Don’t let your membership expire! Membership expires on August 31, 
2024 but you can still pay in person at the September 5 meeting. And don’t forget to add your 
photo to your account dashboard in the membership directory.  Pat Henry, VP Membership
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From the President’s Desk
Linda Bartley - President

Dear Members of the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas,

It has been my honor to serve the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas as President for the last two years.  
We have had many successes and lots of fun.  

The QGD Board has worked to make the work of the Guild volunteer jobs more 
efficient. The Guild has been moving paperwork to online work for several 
years:

•	 Online membership renewals are open from March 1 through August 31 of the next 
year. A new member who joins at the March Show has 18 months of membership.

•	 Online registrations for class workshops and retreats.

•	 Online show entries, vendor agreements, advance tickets, auction donations and  
volunteer sign-ups.

Communication through online media:

•	 Monthly newsletter sent to 800+. 

•	 Public Facebook page with 1,400 followers.

•	 Member Only Facebook page with 180 members.

•	 Dallas Quilt Show Facebook page with 4,900 followers.

Monthly meetings:

•	 All meetings have been hybrid; the business meetings have been in person and on 
Zoom, the presenters may be in person or on Zoom. We meet in person every month to 
build our community.

•	 Birthdays were celebrated, Show and Tell had a monthly theme, we even had a Fashion 
Runway and a Concert.

•	 Security personnel were hired for each meeting.

Events:

•	 Meet-ups at State Fair of Texas to view the quilt winners and Irving Archives &  
Museum to view Thrift Style textile exhibit.

•	 Members volunteered at Dallas Arboretum for the Christmas Village.

•	 Fall In-Town Retreat at best Little Retreat Center in Texas.

•	 Annual Retreat at Tanglewood.

•	 Summer quilt exhibit at the Dallas Arboretum. We hung curated quilts in the  
DeGolyer House June-August 2023.

Continued on page 6

The New Board will be installed in September!
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QGD Board for 2024-2025 Teams Leader
President - Pat Henry

Nominating committee
VP Community Service –   
Melanie Reimann

Covers for Kids
VP Membership Services - Karen Neal 
and Kellee Vargas

New member welcome Martha Smith
Membership renewals and  
registration campaign 
Events, retreats and meet-ups
Monthly meeting greeters, sign 
in, door prizes
Friendship/small groups –  
existing groups, new groups

VP Programs/Workshops -  
Kathryn Bernstein

Dana Ryan

Scheduling speakers, Contracts, 
Travel arrangements, Payments
Class registrations, Facility, 
Teacher care, Zoom classes
Scheduling neighboring guilds 
to show raffle quilts 
Publicity of programs and 
classes

VP Communication - Courtney Luster
Web - Membership lists,  
Program listings, Guild info, 
Resource list, Webmail

Kelly Edwards

Newsletter Sherry Searcy
Media publicity, public and 
members; Constant Contact 
emails, Facebook, Facebook 
Members only, Instagram
Streaming of meetings, Zoom to 
members, Virtual speakers

Kris O’Conner

VP Finance - Bonnie Cook
Fiscal committee
Treasurer Laura McClure

VP Show - Linda Bartley and  
Jenn Haxton

Show committee
VP Education - Alice McElroy

Lesson of the Month 
Endowment Linda Newman
Keeper quilt collection

Secretary - Laurel Blackburn Laurel Blackburn



Community Service - Marcia Wood - VP  

Great job! 

Covers for Kids 

Eighty-one completed quilts, ready for donation, were turned in at the August meeting. 
Those quilts are on their way to one of our three charities. A big shout out and thanks to our 
three Guild members who deliver the quilts each month. Peggy Cord to Ronald McDonald 
House, Nina Hall to Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center, and Joanna Shampine to Vogal  
Alcove. 

Several people have participated in the making of each quilt. Thank you to each of you. 
 

Tote Bag Project 

Many tote bags were delivered to our charity and many more kits were distributed at the 
meeting.

Programs and Workshops - Dana Ryan  - VP  

October 3, 2024,  Sharon Holliday, Lecture, Sourdough Quilts / No Workshops

Membership - Pat Henry - VP  
 

Renewal Time
 

It’s time to RENEW! Don’t let your membership expire! Membership expires on August 31, 
2024 but you can still pay in person at the September 5 meeting. And don’t forget to add your  
photo to your account dashboard in the membership directory.
 

Dallas Guild Recipe Collection 

What new, different, and exciting food do you take to a social function? Pat Henry  - VP - 
Membership suggested that we collect recipes for snacks, finger food, cookies, dips, veggies,  
salads, etc. but no casseroles! Send it to membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org. 
 

Education -Alice McElroy - VP

In September Pat Galvin will do the education minute…folded hexies. These are done before 
the meeting and during break.  

Communications - Kelly Edwards - VP 

Facebook for QGD Members Only 
Here is a quick way to share information, project pictures, updates, cartoons, and other quilty items. 
Join us! Be sure and answer the questions and membership will be verified. 
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Sugar Loaf Quilt Leads to Info about Collector
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.

Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum of Texas Tech University 

Although made during the first quarter of the 20th century, this quilt has lots of open white 
space to show off quilting that is popular with today’s modern quilter. Made circa 1915-25 in 
the Sugar Loaf or The Pyramid block pattern, recorded as #201 in Brackman’s Encyclopedia 
of Pieced Quilt Patterns, it creates a beautiful effect in soft colors.  

CAPTION: Sugar Loaf Quilt, Gift of Maddie Lazenby from 
the collection of Vivian Johnson Adams (Mrs. O. V.), TTU-
H1985-205-005

The creator is unknown, but it came from the collection of 
Mrs. O.V. Adams. A name that appears often in the  
museum’s collection. Who was Mrs. O. V. Adams? As you 
might know, until the feminist movement of the 1970s 
women were always referred to by their husband’s names 
and often those men used only their initials.  

Research indicates that she was Vivian Johnson Adams 
(1897-1989, Mrs. Otto Vincent).  She earned her BS from 
South West Texas State College in San Marcus and her MA 
from Columbia University Teacher’s College. She was the 

7th faculty member in the Home Economics College at Texas 
Technological College (later Texas Tech University) when she arrived in 
1928. Her husband was the dean of engineering at Texas Technological  
College from 1932-1949 after having joined the faculty in 1927. His first wife 
died in 1945 and in 1948 he married Vivian.  

Vivian went on to be the Head of the Home Economics Education  
Department, teaching a significant number of students to be Home Economics teachers.  
Vivian Adams was very involved in developing the Home Economics Education Department, 
making it one of the best in the state.  She took on leadership roles in professional organiza-
tions.  In 1954 she was a member of the committee of Lubbock Columbia University alumni 
arranging for Lubbock observances of Columbia’s bicentennial which had a theme “Man’s 
Right to Knowledge and the Free Use Thereof.” Vivian Johnson Adams retired from Texas 
Technological College in 1962, was awarded the title of professor emeritus and planned to do 
some traveling with her husband and “a little fishing and gardening.”  

Vivian Johnson Adams circa 1950
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Sherry Searcy is our QGD Online Editor. Please send any information or ads 
for the newsletter to her. Contact information is: QGD Online Editor Email:  
newsletter@quiltersguildofdallas.org
 

All ads and content for the newsletter is due on Sunday after the Guild meeting.

Thank you to Kelly Edwards, Rägi Marino, and Marcia Wood for reviewing the 
newsletter! 

Quilter’s Guild of Dallas will 
have a Show in 2025!

Dates are March 14 -16, 2025 
Dallas Market Hall!

From the President’s Desk
Linda Bartley - President - continued from page 2

Community Service:

•	 Our members made and donated 521 quilts in 2023-2024 to the three child serving 
agencies that we support: Ronald McDonald House, Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center, 
and Vogel Alcove.

•	 Consolidated the Covers for Kids supplies into one larger storage unit.

•	 Created tote bags to be used by adults while caring for children at Dallas Children’s 
Advocacy Center.

Dallas Quilt Show 2024

•	 Thanks to Bonnie Ambrose and the other 236 volunteers, the Dallas Quilt Show 2024 
was a success!

•	 Over 4,200 visitors enjoyed our 2024 show.

•	 Due to the successes of the 2022, 2023, and 2024 shows we have made up our deficit 
from the COVID-cancelled 2020 show.

Thank you for entrusting me with the leadership of the Quilters Guild of Dallas.

Linda Bartley


