GD € Online

A Publication of the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas + www.quiltersguildofdallas.org

David Owen Hastings (via Zoom)

Hello! My name is David Owen
Hastings. I'm a modern quilter,
teacher and speaker. I live in the
lush (and often wet) Pacific North-
% west, west of Seattle, Washington
on the beautiful Olympic Penin-

g ) sula. I have officially retired from
2 10-year career of graphic design
work! I had the pleasure of work-
ing exclusively with nonprofit organizations, helping them
connect with donors, supporters, clients and the commu-
nity through distinctive branding and marketing design
tools. Now I have the gift of time to focus exclusively on
my work as a modern quilter, speaker and teacher.

I've been knitting and sewing since I was a kid. There’s
something magical in taking a length of yarn or a piece of
fabric, and turning it into something useful and beauti-
ful with your own hands. It’s enchanting. I'm one of the
believers that crafts like knitting and quilting can be both
an artistic expression, as well as good for the soul. I also
enjoy creating some of my own textiles through dyeing
and painting. I love incorporating these fabrics (and pa-
pers!) into quilts and wall pieces with a modern twist. I of-
fer workshops and lectures on modern quilting and design
techniques. I enjoy encouraging participants to advance
their own creativity, and try something new!

Lecture (via Zoom): Indigo Dyeing in Japan. In this talk,
I explore how my love of Japanese culture, travel, textiles
and “blue and white” came together in a fantastic jour-
ney to Japan. In this textile talk, I take you virtually with
me to an indigo dyeing workshop in the country near Mt.
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Fuji. We will explore two kinds of Japanese indigo dyeing processes that use resist:
katazome (paste resist dyeing using stencils) and shibori (bound or stitch resist dye-
ing). I'll talk about how my particular modern design approach is influenced by Japan,
and how I like to incorporate these traditional fabrics into modern quilt compositions.

Besides thoroughly exploring katazome and shibori techniques, I will also give a vir-
tual trunk show of my work, including an indigo-inspired quilt that I designed, as well
as paper-based stitched artwork that I created by dyeing paper in indigo using shibori
techniques. We'll also make brief forays into Japanese architecture, cuisine, and shop-
ping for fabric. By the end of the talk, you may be inspired to try some

Don’t miss David’s Zoom workshop, Indi-Go-Modern on Saturday, January 4!

Melanie Reimann - VP Community Service

Covers for Kids

Thank you for your dedication to Covers for Kids! After the December meeting, we do-
nated 59 quilts and 2 tote bags. If you still have Christmas quilts that are being worked
on, we will still be collecting them next month.

Please be sure to check quilts for pins or needles before turning in. We don’t want to
send out any quilts that could injure someone.

REMINDER: CFK Challenge quilts will be judged at the February meeting. My motto
is “Finished is better than perfect.” I'm getting prizes and ribbons ready!

Martha Smith - Sunshine and Shadow
Joanna Shampine broke her arm. Our thoughts are with her! Hope you are better soon!

One of our members, Rosie Raley published a book Color in Quiltmaking -

. Methods for Choosing Color as a Creative Element in Your Quilt! https://a.
. co/d/2Qi8XHu

Can buy on amazon- kindle or paperback!
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Linda Bartley - The 2025 Dallas Quilt Show

Best wishes for a new year of creativity and community! One of the ways to build com-
munity is to work together on a common project and I have a great project for you!

Dallas Quilt Show
March 14-16, 2025

Quilting is My Super Power!

Join the fun as we produce the wonderful quilting experience that
is the legendary Dallas Quilt Show!
https://www.quiltersguildofdallas.org/dallas-quilt-show

Enter your quilts! We want to show North Texas the incredible diversity of work included in
the quilting world. Go to our to https://www.quiltersguildofdallas.org/dallas-quilt-show/quilt-
entries/ for all the details on how to enter your quilts. Guild members may enter quilts with no
entry fee (maximum of four). We award ribbons, cash prizes and bragging rights. Deadline to
enter is January 10, 2025.

In order to encourage young quilters, we offer a Junior Category; one/two person quilt with the
quilt top made by a quilter less than 17 years old. Quilting and/or finishing may be done by a
second person. There are cash awards for the prize winners and ribbons all around. No entry fee
for this category.

Enter your Super Power Quilt in the Show Chair Theme category; Quilting is My Super Power!
Quilters are powerful in a variety of ways, so enter a quilt that:

» Displays your super skill

« Demonstrates your powerful creativity

o References other super powers; real or fictional

o Celebrates the Super-Power of our Quilting Community

Plan to volunteer at the show. Two volunteer hours earns you a free admission day to the Show.
https://www.quiltersguildofdallas.org/dallas-quilt-show/volunteers

Kathryn Bernstein - How To’s for Starch Formulas !
Cornstarch:

Bring 2 cups of water to rolling boil. Dissolve 1/2 cup cornstarch in 2 cups of cold wa-
ter. Stir the starch mixture into the boiling water and stir until smooth. Reduce heat

to simmer and stir the mixture continuously until starch thickens. Don’t let the starch
stick or burn! Remove from heat and add 2-6 cups of room temperature water to thin

the starch to desired consistency.
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This takes a little practice to discover how crispy you want your fabric. I usually do a 4
cups starch mix to 4 cups thinning water ratio to get a nice crisp finish. After the starch
mixture is cool enough to put your hands in it, dunk your fabric to saturate it. Gently
squeeze the excess starch out of the fabric (resist the temptation to wring the fabric ).
Straighten the fabric and air dry outside on a line or folding drying rack.

Do not dry the fabric in the dryer - the starch coats the inside of the dryer, the fabric
doesn’t stay saturated and it’s a bitch to clean the dryer. When the fabric is completely
dry, sprinkle with water until damp, roll it up and put in plastic airtight bag. Store in
fridge until completely chilled. Iron on highest heat setting. Put fabric on grain and you
are ready to cut! It’s a lot of work but the fabric is a snap to cut and so easy to get
perfect joins.

Vodka water:

Buy the cheapest highest proof vodka you can find. I use a 1:1 ratio of vodka to water.
Put mix in spray bottle and you are ready to iron and party! You can change the ratio to
3 parts vodka to 1 part water for a crisper finish. You can add alcohol based essences for
scent if you would like.

Happy ironing!
SLOW STITCHING!

The Slow Stitching seminar group was treated to a beautiful Croquembouche from Le
Reve and a sampling of videos to preview upcoming classes and speakers. We played
the Reindeer game and learned a lot about how naughty quilters can be! We agreed that
Christmas 2025, it’s going to be an all day Slow Stitching Pajama Party!

Not sure that any of us accomplished a lot of stitching but we laughed a lot and had a
good time!
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