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Meeting:  
April 3, 2025
6:30 - education 
minute!
7 - 9 pm - 6:30  
education minute

Location: 
Congregation Shearith  
Israel, 9401 Douglas  
Avenue, Dallas, TX 
75025

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
 Workshops

 All members and 
 visitors are welcome       
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

Karen Eckmeier (via Zoom)
 

Since I was a little girl I have always 
felt the need to create. I consider 
myself a serious “doodler.” Pencil in 
hand, I just love making lines and 
patterns. Color had always intimi-
dated me, because I didn’t enjoy 
the mess of mixing paints and I 
didn’t have the color confidence to 
select the right colors. Fabric was 
a welcome relief to my dilemma– 
colors came already “pre-mixed” 
– no color charts, no mess, no fuss 
AND I  could work with them any-
where in the house. I do love paint-

ing on fabric now, which I happily cut up and use in my fabric art.

The sewing machine didn’t enter my life until I was 30 years old. 
I had purchased one as a young mother feeling it was my duty to 
own one. The sewing machine sat in a closet till the day I saw my 
first quilt. Having drawn and taken art lessons since I was 6 years 
old, I figured that if I could draw it, I could figure out how to sew it. 
Even though my first projects were far from perfect, I loved 
working with fabric and couldn’t wait to get to the quilting 
stage to add the wonderful texture to the surface.

In 1996 I started making art quilts, which were very well 
received in national and international shows. The awards 
encouraged me to move forward in my new direction. My 
hobby officially became my business in 2002 when I opened 
my business “The Quilted Lizard.” For 8 years I taught at a 
local quilt store and in 2002 I began teaching my technique 
“Layered Curves” and “Accidental Landscapes” nationwide. 
Teaching workshops gives me the opportunity to share my 
passion for playing with fabric with others, and I love it!!
Continued on page 2
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Lecture:  Oops! My Edges are Showing. Is it straight-stitch appliqué or raw-edge  
collage? No matter what you call it, the edges of the fabric are bound to fray, but that’s 
OK! From early hand appliqué pieces, up to her current 
straight-stitch appliqué series, Karen’s presentation will 
definitely give you some ideas on where to find inspira-
tion and how to deal with those scary edges encountered 
along the way. This Powerpoint presentation includes a 
mini trunk show of 10 to 12 quilts.

For more information about Karen, see her website:  
quilted-lizard.com. Where does the  name “Quilted  
Lizard” come from? Lizards make me laugh. They’re tiny 
and cute, and scurry around with amazing speed. I began 
including lizards in my quilts and loved the smiles and laughs (and blue ribbons) when 
people looked at my whimsical creations. Over the years I realized that I had collected 
quite a few lizard pins, belts, t-shirts, hats…. So when it came time to name my com-
pany I wanted a mascot that would make people smile.

Check out Karen’s Zoom workshop:  Happy Villages, Saturday, April 5!

President - Pat Henry
It’s hard to believe that the quilt show has come and gone. The 
work that goes into this year long process is tremendous and 
very time consuming. I am grateful to the fantastic committee, 
who once again created, and produced such an amazing event.

Now as our year progresses we have a full slate. Amazing  
speakers, workshops, and the spring in town retreat. More  
information will be provided at the meeting in April. I look for-
ward to seeing everyone soon.

Melanie Reimann - 1st VP, Community Service

Covers for Kids

Our delivery team delivered 54 quilts to Vogel, Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center and 
Ronald McDonald House. Thanks goes to Joanna Shampine, Nina Hall, and Peggy 
Cord who deliver quilts each month for us. 

Thanks also to the Quilter’s Unique small group for hosting a Covers for Kids work day 
in February. They completed 14 tops and took several kits to finish. Any other small 
groups that are interested in helping should contact Melanie Reimann. Our community 
service project needs lots of helpers! 
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Karen Neal - Co-2nd VP, Membership

Thanks to everyone who came to visit with us at the Membership Services booth during 
the Quilt Show. We had 52 people who either renewed their membership or joined for 
the first time. Congratulations to Laura McClure who won the gift basket for those who 
renewed or joined during the show.
 

Door prizes drawn during the show went to:
•	 David Tu
•	 Tonya Holder
•	 Chris Currie
•	 Michelle Frazier
•	 Brittany Weaver
•	 Karen Edmundson
•	 Susan Lozano
•	 Linda Sullivan

Come welcome our new members at the next meeting April 3rd!

Our next in-town retreat is scheduled for May 28 - 30 at the Best Little Retreat Center 
at the corner of Coit and Beltline. Plan to come for a great time of sewing and seeing 
what everyone is working on! Registration will be on the website soon. 

Linda Barley - VP Show

Hello, Everyone!  What a great Show Week 
we just had! Thanks to all our volunteers that 
worked to make the 2025 Dallas Quilt Show 
a success. I hope you are as thrilled as we 
are with the quality of the show we just pro-
duced.  

Our guests were impressed and our vendors 
were appreciative. We received a 
handwritten note from Strictly Unique, “thank you for letting us come to participate 
in your show. Everyone has been lovely, so nice and helpful. The customers have been 
great. It’s been fun.”

Our supplies are safely back in storage. The quilt pictures are posted.The geraniums are 
enjoying the sun and we have delightful memories of the 2025 show.

We had some firsts this year with a “Buy It Now” options for our Miniature Art Quilts 
and a Quilted Fashion Show.  We wrapped up the show Sunday evening with a  
Celebratory “Six Minute Party” then the quilts came down and were returned to the 
owners.
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The Dallas Quilt Show 2025 celebrated the legacy of 42 previous shows and we pro-
duced a spectacular 43rd Show. I am proud and grateful to the incredible Show  
Committee for their work and dedication.

I hope all the volunteers have a feeling of a job well done and proud of what our com-
munity accomplished.

To see all the entered quilt pictures, open the Dallas 
Show Facebook page. Each show category’s entries 
are in a separate album. 

The quilts that earned ribbons are also listed and pic-
tured on the guild website. To appreciate the diversity 
of quilts in the show, look at the three Judges’ choice 
selections.

I see that AQS will have a show in New England, March 2026.  

The Dallas Guild will have a show wrap up and future planning meeting in April.

Thanks to everyone, you have my gratitude and friendship.

Joe Ellen Ticknor, Chair
Frances Hafer
Kylie DeGilio

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! To all the ones who made the Mini Auction a suc-
cess this year, a great big THANKS! We had 93 minis donated for the auction, we 
couldn’t have done it without your donations. To the 39 bidders, you were amazing! I 
have lost track of the number of volunteers who showed up to help produce the auction. 
We had a well-oiled crew to hang the quilts, willing hands to take payments, take down 
the quilts, pin and unpin quilts, show quilts to bidders and then take down and pack up 
all of our equipment. Thank you all, we could not have done 
it without each one of you.

We made $5515.00 from the auction. After expenses the 
money will help fund our Endowment Fund and our Covers 
for Kids charities. We had seven quilts that sold for more 
than $100.00. There were three quilts that sold for $200.00 
or more and one quilt that sold for $310.00. Karen Neal’s 
quilt, “Moonlight 2”, won the Viewer’s Choice award. Karen 
stated that it is improvisational piecing meant to look like 
the reflection of the moon in water at night.



A Historian’s Point of View 
By Marian Ann Montgomery 
  

 The last thing I was asked as I was leaving the 
show to fly back to Lubbock was if I had any 
ideas about the show.  Well, it turns out I have 
Helena Hibb’s words to share. She said in her 
oral history interview that she thought the Dal-
las Quilt Guild would survive long after the 
Houston Quilt Guild. I don’t know where they 
are in their life cycle, but the reason she gave for 
our survival was because we had a show to work 
on. If we lose the show, we lose an essential key 
in the survival of the Guild we have all come to 
love. 
 

I’ve been away caring for the quilts of the people 
of Texas at the Museum of Texas Tech University since January 2014, so I’ve been 
totally out of the leadership loop. But it is time for any member who has an interest 
in the Guild to step up because we shouldn’t lose our opportunity to work together 
on a show. We have an incredible system in place that shouldn’t be lost.   
 

I am aging and sure felt it by the 3rd tour each day. But if you feel you are too old to 
handle the work you need to find a younger person to take over and train them. We 
saw that you don’t have to have worked on the show to lead it this year because ev-
eryone who had been on the show committee stepped up doing their job making it 
easier for the person at the top.  Someone needs to step up to be show chair for the 
next show. 
 

We need to find a venue. Maybe we should enlist the help of the Dallas Conven-
tion and Visitor’s Bureau because we bring revenue to Dallas through the show. The 
Ogallala Quilt Show in West Texas is held in a local gym with ancillary shows in a 
local church and senior center in Dimmitt.
  

If a small town like that can host a show with vendors, Dallas surely can. We could 
consider hotel ballrooms, empty office space in downtown Dallas, church fellowship 
halls and rec centers. We might have to only have the show on a Friday and Satur-
day, but that is ok. It is time to stop wringing our hands, welcome younger members 
and get on with finding our next location. Sure, it won’t look the same, but none of 
us look the way we did 30 years ago.   
 

The quilt above was one I highlighted on every tour because it truly speaks to the su-
perpower of quilting which is building community. We have all come to know other 
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people we would never have interacted with through the show. I met several “new” 
members at the show this time as I do every year since I’ve moved away. Working the 
show is key to continuing to build the fiber of this guild. I know that I am out of the 
loop and I’m absolutely terrible at being a political entity, but I also know the strength 
of the members of the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas. It is time to let the new blood try, time 
to give another effort, time to move forward and claim our next show. Looking forward 
to it! 

Mathematical Star Quilt 
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D. 
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum of Texas Tech University 
 
The Museum of Texas Tech University is celebrating the promised gift of the 450 quilts 
in the collection of quilt historian Lisa Erlandson with an exhibition of 40 of her quilts 
that runs now through August 17, 2025. One of the quilts Mrs. Erlandson has already 
donated to the Museum is this beautiful Mathematical Star Quilt Dated 1845. 

The brown ribbon shown in the lower right border is where the quilt is quilted with the 
name “Lovina Bixler.” The dealer, a quilt historian Xenia Cord, wanted to be sure the 
new owner could find the signature.  Lovina was the daughter of Peter and Elizabeth 
Bxler of Northumberland County, Pennsylvania. She was born on July 19, 1825 and 
married Peter Heckard on February 11th probably in 1852. He died in 1865, and she 
married Israel Graham. She died on March 16, 1903, of paralysis at the home of her 
daughter, Minnie Heckard Zimmerman of Kewanna, Indiana. 

Lovina had at least five children, but three of them died as children. Her daughter  
Minnie and her son David survived her. Several quilts came through the family from 
David’s wife and into the hands of the dealer who sold all of them to Mrs. Erlandson 
and they all are now in the collection of the Museum of Texas Tech University.  
Subsequent articles will showcase those quilts.   

 
Mathematical Star Quilt -1845, 

Gift of Lisa Erlandson. 
TTU-H2023-070-001



Young people helping at the 
Dallas Quilt Show!
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