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Meeting:  
June 5, 2025
6:30 - education 
minute! 7 - 9 pm 

Location: 
Congregation Shearith  
Israel, 9401 Douglas  
Avenue, Dallas, TX 
75025

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome       
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

The Guild will not 
meet in July due to 
the July 4 holiday. 

Tina Hilton, Turtle Hand Batik
From 1997 to 2000 Tina lived in 
Malaysia and was smitten with the 
traditional batik and collected a vast 
quantity of textiles. But Tina didn’t 
sew or quilt! Once back in the US, Tina 
embarked on a series of weekly quilt 
classes spanning over three years. A 
match made in heaven – batik and 
quilting! Serendipity relocated Tina 
back to Malaysia in 2010 and the pas-

sion was intensified. Determined to seek out the best and 
most unique batik to share with fellow quilters and sewists, 
Turtle Hand Batik was born. She has been sharing the beau-
ty of Malaysian small batch batik ever since. When she’s 
not fondling fabric, you can find her taming her wild acre in 
Grapevine or on an exotic dining adventure!

Lecture:  Malaysian Batik – How It’s Made, Who 
Makes It and Why It’s Important.  Not all batik is cre-
ated equally. Learn about Malaysia and its’ outstanding 
batik textiles – how it’s made, who makes it and why it’s im-
portant. Featuring amazing quilts, runners, wall hangings 
and art quilts designed with Turtle Hand Batik. Experience 
an informative presentation including amazing quilts to 
delight your senses and inspire your fiber art journey. Ev-
eryone will receive a special Malaysian gift, an Etsy Turtle 
Hand Batik Shop Coupon and a chance to win a door prize 
of luscious Malaysian fabric.

Pop-Up Sale will be set up at meeting and workshop.

Don’t miss Tina’s workshop on Saturday, June 7:  Create 
a Mini Art Quilt Using Batik Art Panels and Batik/
Hand Dyed Fabrics.
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   Sunshine and Shadow

Mary Calloway passed away on May 3, 2025. She was an active guild  
member for many years and made many quilts for Covers for Kids! For 

many years Mary and her husband Mike would show up to hang the show bringing 
their own ladder and aprons. Her Memorial will be May 31st at the Lake Highlands 
United Methodist Church.

More information can be found on the Quilter’s 
Guild of Dallas members only 
facebook page.

Two of our members became Grandmothers for the first 
time.

Joan McGee’s daughter and husband welcomed a baby girl  
Leah Blake Whatley on April 29, 2025.

Dana Ryan’s daughter and husband welcomed a baby girl 
Lexi Lynn Rosales on May 6, 2025. 

President - Pat Henry
May is on the way out and it has been a very busy spring so far. We as a guild are con-
tinuing to promote ourselves through community involvement and sharing our mis-
sion. Working hard to keep our 45 year heritage growing strong and providing a cul-
ture that is inclusive to all quilters, whether new or experienced. Creating new small 
stitching groups and building those relationships is a goal that we are working on now. 
We have heard from the existing small groups that are already in place and we want to 
cultivate others with different parameters.

School will be out soon and the summer will be upon us. Take this time to plan your 
upcoming stitchy projects  Be creative by stepping outside your normal go to patterns 
and create those quilts that shed light on a new process. I challenge everyone to take 
this into consideration. Look for other news regarding this subject in this newsletter.  
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Melanie Reimann - 1st VP, Community Service

Thank you for 73 quilts, 24 tops, and 2 bags at the May meeting. We donated 24 to Vo-
gel, 24 to DCAC, and 25 to Ronald McDonald House this month. We are doing a great 
job piecing tops but we need to get them quilted. We have 75 (or more) tops with backs 
ready to be quilted. Unfortunately, we don’t have as many volunteers quilting right now 
and we have fallen behind. If you can help with the quilting backlog, please let us know. 
We provide the batting! You can also help by quilting your smaller quilts on your ma-
chines with VERY simple free motion quilting or stitching in the ditch. Remember that 
these quilts are made with love, not perfection!

Our team is looking for more volunteers to help sew backings. Our backings usually 
require piecing to get large enough backs for our tops. Fabric is provided.

When Joanna Shampine delivered quilts to Vogel Alcove, she was told 
something touching by one of the daycare workers. Joanna said, “This 
morning when I delivered 24 quilts to the Vogel Alcove, I was told some-
thing touching by one of the daycare workers. It seems that the kids really 
love these quilts and know just which one is their very own. When the staff 
washes the quilts, the kids will root through the clean quilts until each has 
found their own quilt.”

Karen Neal - Co-2nd VP, Membership

Friendship Groups

It’s often difficult to get to know other Guild members at our general meetings as 
there’s always a great deal of activity and a scheduled agenda for the evening. Friend-
ship Groups, sometimes referred to as “small groups,” are made up of Guild members 
who get together with others in their area on a weekly or monthly basis in a more inti-
mate and informal atmosphere for friendship, conversation and quilting. Joining a 
Friendship Group will give you a better opportunity to meet others in a more relaxed 
environment. It will also make general meetings more enjoyable as you will begin to 
recognize familiar faces.

As a member of the Guild, you are encouraged to join one or more Friendship Groups, 
which are listed below. If there isn’t a group near you, you may want to consider start-
ing one. Just put a notice in The QGD Newsletter soliciting interest and you may have a 
flock of friends before you know it!

Going to Pieces
Meeting Day: 2nd Thursday of the month
Time: 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: Northridge Presbyterian Church, 6920 Bob-O-Link Drive, Dallas, TX 75214
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Contacts: Dana Ryan

Lone Stars
Meeting Day: 3rd Thursday of the month
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: The Old Craft Store, 1110 W. Main Street, Carrollton, Texas 75006
Contact: Martha Smith

Nimble Thimbles
Meeting Day: 4th Thursday of the month
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location: Elks Lodge, 8550 Lullwater, Dallas, Texas 75238
Contact: Donna King

Pieceful Hands aka 911
Meeting Day: Every Thursday
Time: 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 7611 Park Lane, Dallas, Texas 75225 (near 
Northpark Mall)
Contact: Barbara Hammond

Quilters Unique
Meeting Day: 3rd Monday of the month
Time: 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Member’s home
Contacts: Cathy Dial and Lisa Sharp

For information about joining a Friendship Group (or forming your own), contact: 
membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org.

The Guild will not meet in July due to the July 4 holiday.

UPCOMING EVENTS!
 

Road Trip to Texas Tech University Museum
Threads of Tradition Exhibit
May 29, 2025

You asked for it and here it is!

Dr. Marian Ann Montgomery has invited the members of Quilter’s Guild of Dallas to 
visit the Museum of Texas Tech University to view the Threads of Tradition exhibit on 
Thursday, May 29, 2025!

Here’s the skinny on the exhibit:
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Lisa Erlandson is well known to members of QGD as a popular speaker, certified judge, 
and quilt appraiser. What we may have missed about Lisa is that she has been fascinat-
ed with quilts and quilt history since the late 1980’s. Researching and saving the stories 
behind quilts are of particular interest and importance to Lisa. She has contributed ex-
tensively to preserving and promoting the art of quilting through her service in numer-
ous capacities to the American Quilt Study Group, including as their President. Hailing 
from West Texas, Lisa decided to donate her collection of 450 quilts to the Museum 
of Texas Tech University. This gift will significantly expand the Museum’s holdings of 
18th and early 19th century quilts. Lisa continues to use her quilts in lectures and re-
search, so most of the collection will be housed at the Museum in the future. 

To celebrate this gift, the Museum mounted an exhibit of 40 of Lisa’s quilts featur-
ing a wide range of techniques from piecing, to appliqué, to hand quilting, and a 19th 
century quilt done completely by machine. Styles range from an early 18th Century 
French infant-presentation quilt to a very modern looking Circa 1800s pieced quilt 
from New England - and everything in between. Some bear ribbons from the dealer 
who discovered stitched signatures on the quilts. Many quilts fix people in time and 
place with their names inked on the blocks. One of Lisa’s favorites is a friendship quilt 
made by Eliza Burt Walton of Chesterfield, New Hampshire in 1854; many of the name-
inscribed blocks contain a lock of hair encased in fine netting. The Museum has hung 
this exhibit in such a thoughtful way that the visitor feels enveloped by these timeless 
treasures.

In addition, the exhibit Recent Quilt Acquisitions 1930-Present is also open. This ex-
hibit features wonderful quilts including one hand quilted by our own Joyce Massey as 
well as one made by the women of the Bachman family of Dallas as payment to their 
family doctor when they couldn’t pay their medical bill during the Depression. Dr. 
Montgomery and Lisa will be on hand to give us a tour of the Museum, answer ques-
tions, and share their knowledge. If you haven’t visited the Museum, this is a golden 
opportunity to see behind the scenes of textile and quilt conservation and how Texas 
Tech University is educating our future quilting community.

About our travel arrangements:

We’re flying Southwest Airlines on Thursday, May 29, departing from Love Field on 
Flight #989 at 8:35 AM with a 9:50 AM arrival in Lubbock. Return is on Flight #4113 
departing Lubbock at 6:50 PM with an 8:00 PM arrival in Love Field. We’ll Uber/taxi 
to and from the Lubbock Airport and Museum. Southwest tells me there are 100 seats 
available on those flights, but if you’re going, please book your seat as soon as possible 
and let me know that you plan to join us by registering at Quilters Guild of Dallas.org/
calendar. I’ll order boxed lunches from Sugarbaker’s to be delivered to the Museum 
(the food is delish!). I’ll collect lunch orders a few days in advance of the trip. Cost of 
the flight, lunch and transportation will be approximately $400. Admission to the Mu-
seum is free but a donation is appreciated. This group is limited to 20 participants.
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Please note, after May 7, a Real ID will be required by TSA to pass through TSA screen-
ing at the airport and board the flight.

Please join us to immerse yourself in the history of these beautiful quilts, study tradi-
tional techniques and textiles, and spend a wonderful day sharing a fun girl trip with 
your QGD sisters as we celebrate those makers who came before us.

Contact us at programs@quiltersguildofdallas.org.
Kathryn Bernstein, VP, Programs & Workshops

Rita Verroca Applique Workshop, July 18 and 19, 2025
 

The alwys entertaining Rita Verroca will be back in Dallas for a two-
day workshop on Friday, July 18, and Saturday, July 19! Rita will be 
teaching two different blocks this year.

The first block, Stars and Stripes, is in honor of the Sesquicentennial. It’s 
one of Rita’s original designs from her patriotic blocks collection. The block 
features the phrase, “Solid as the Oak is our own USA,” and the original 
thirteen-colonies Stars and Stripes flag with split leaf oak branches. It’s per-

fect for an heirloom quilt for your family to treasure in celebration 
of our country’s 250th birthday!

The second block is a wreath of roses and rose buds from a classic 
red and green Baltimore album crib quilt. Rita will have patterns 
available for the rest of the blocks in the original quilt along with 
the lovely bow and swag border if you want to make the entire 
quilt. The cost of the additional patterns is to be paid directly to 
Rita.

The 2-day workshop is $100 for members and $110 for non-members and is limited to 
24. 

We expect it to be filled quickly, so register early to guarantee your 
spot in the workshop. Please email Kathryn with your block selec-
tion when you register for the workshop. Block kits will be available 
if requested by June 18. Kit fees are payable directly to Rita.

The workshop location is currently TBD and will be announced as 
soon as possible.

Questions?  Contact Kathryn at kathrynqgdprograms@gmail.com
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QGD Member Survey Results

The Results Are In!

Seventy-one QGD members completed the survey and the results are most illuminat-
ing. Not surprisingly, we are a bunch of go getters; only three members indicated that 
they do not volunteer for QGD activities (two of those three indicated that they are 
vendors) and we all have a deep commitment to community service. The overarching 
reason for QGD membership is the desire to form and share friendships with other 
quilters.

Now for the nuts and bolts:

Membership, quilting style and skill level, other guilds: We join and renew 
our QGD membership to learn and network with other quilters and are evenly spilt into 
mixed and traditional quilters. We are a modest bunch, the majority claiming weekend 
warrior status; however, there are a lot of you hiding your light under a bushel. Many 
of you possess advanced skill sets but claim to be intermediate and most of you do not 
show your quilts at other guilds. We are evenly spilt on belonging to other guilds in ad-
dition to QGD.
 

Meetings and workshops, zoom vs. in-person: With respect to meeting and 
workshop days and times, weekdays are preferred with an even split between night 
and day. Regarding workshops, take away the half that doesn’t have a preference be-
tween weekday and weekends and the remaining opinion is overwhelmingly weekend. 
Regarding the Zoom question and tech issues: the majority prefers in person meetings 
and workshops; however, many of you love being able to attend meetings and take class 
in the comfort and convenience of your own studio and we hear you. QGD will continue 
to offer hybrid meetings in person and on Zoom. In the future, we are hoping to offer 
the option of Zoom workshops in a classroom so that we can participate together or 
individually at home.
 

Membership and workshop types and fees: The majority think that membership 
and workshop fees are very reasonable or reasonable and you are willing to spend more 
for a “celebrity” speaker/teacher depending on the teacher. Most are interested in a 
broad range of techniques with a focus on traditional and modern takes on traditional 
quilting. There is not a lot of interest in IT/software classes or embellishment/bags/
garments. Some members who are new to quilting want/need basic technique classes.

 Social media, technology, communication and education: The majority of 
us consider ourselves low tech; only three are on TikTok with the majority on Face-
book, Pinterest and YouTube. Most learn new techniques through QGD meetings and 
workshops and online classes. There were several comments about tech glitches such 
as Zoom failure during meetings and failure to receive information about QGD activi-
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ties. QGD is working to address tech issues but as we all know, IT is glitchy and often 
out of anyone’s control so please bear with us as we work toward a better solution to IT 
problems. With respect to email issues, in December 2024, our email service, Constant 
Contact, notified us that all @ATT-related email addresses are being blocked by ATT's 
spam blocker. We are working to reinstate those 50+ members affected. Please note 
the following: check your junk/spam mail file and if QGD email is going to junk/spam 
mail, allow QGD access to your email; and, if you have a new email address, please 
update your profile in the membership directory and notify Membership. Any member 
can update their email, address, password, picture and more through their account on 
the QGD website. The newsletter and meeting minutes are always available on the QGD 
website. Board members are always available to answer or find answers to your ques-
tions so please reach out.
 
Social media, technology, communication and education: The majority of 
us consider ourselves low tech; only three are on TikTok with the majority on Face-
book, Pinterest and YouTube. Most learn new techniques through QGD meetings and 
workshops and online classes. There were several comments about tech glitches such 
as Zoom failure during meetings and failure to receive information about QGD activi-
ties. QGD is working to address tech issues but as we all know, IT is glitchy and often 
out of anyone’s control so please bear with us as we work toward a better solution to IT 
problems. With respect to email issues, in December 2024, our email service, Constant 
Contact, notified us that all @ATT-related email addresses are being blocked by ATT's 
spam blocker. We are working to reinstate those 50+ members affected. Please note 
the following: check your junk/spam mail file and if QGD email is going to junk/spam 
mail, allow QGD access to your email; and, if you have a new email address, please 
update your profile in the membership directory and notify Membership. Any member 
can update their email, address, password, picture and more through their account on 
the QGD website. The newsletter and meeting minutes are always available on the QGD 
website. Board members are always available to answer or find answers to your ques-
tions so please reach out.
 

Social activities, retreats, challenges, etc. Social activities responses were a 
mixed bag. It is clear that QGD membership wants/needs more small groups and so-
cial interaction. Responses are a little confusing because more activities are requested 
but there is not a strong indication that there would be a lot of participation if activi-
ties are offered. If QGD throws a party, don’t be a party pooper - show up! Retreats are 
extremely positive experiences for participants and there is a strong request for more 
in-town retreats. Perhaps most interesting is that the majority indicated positive par-
ticipation in a QGD challenge.

Finally, here's a sampling of some of the narrative responses:

What do you find satisfying about your volunteer activities?
Sense of community and sharing the passion for quilting. I like meeting the other 
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members. I have only been a member for two years and I do not know anyone in the 
group. Forces people to learn my name and remember me as a newer member. I’m giv-
ing something beneficial to children. Satisfaction helping kids in need. Working with 
friends, learning from experts, creating quilt knowledge in the community.
 

How can QGD improve your volunteer experience?
I think you get out of it what you put in; the opportunities are easily available. Have 
a monthly CFK workshop. More volunteers. Publicize the needs of the guild and of-
fer dedicated time outside of meetings to meet goals. More communication and follow 
through. Have a meal.
 

What additional membership benefits would appeal to you?
Actual skill building workshops on weekends. How to make flat bindings? Block swaps 
or round robins would be fun. Group projects. More in-town retreats. Quilt shop dis-
counts. More field trips to museums or other venues that have quilt exhibits. Block 
swaps or friendship groups for camaraderie.
 

How can QGD serve the membership and quilting community better?
As a relatively new member, I may suggest pairing a new member with a longer stand-
ing member so that it is easier to become part of the group and feel welcome. More wel-
coming to new members. Let’s have more fun - luncheons, movies, bus or carpools to 
places. We need to rethink our quilt show. More activities. More small groups. We need 
to feel more like a community, know each other better. It’s always the same core group 
at the meetings, the shows and social activities.

Survey results demographics: https://www.quiltersguildofdallas.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/04/Survey-results-graphs.pdf

Sincere thank you to all of those who responded - no one likes to take a survey! While it 
is clear that QGD is a shining example of the best of community service, it is also clear 
that there are several big issues to be addressed as we to strive to be a stronger more 
welcoming organization. Special shout out to Sherry Searcy, Kelly Edwards and Karen 
Neal for the tech support to distribute and present the raw data in cute little pie charts 
that we can all understand. For those members who chose to not respond, if you do 
not participate the board cannot hear your voice in how QGD functions and serves the 
membership. When a call goes out to participate, you are needed and you matter. Oth-
erwise, a plague of thread boogers on your next quilt!
 

A meeting open to all interested members will be announced soon to discuss 2026 ac-
tivities, the survey results and how QGD will move forward to better serve the member-
ship and the community. When the date is announced, please put it on your calendar 
and join us to chart the future of QGD!
 
Kathryn Bernstein


