Quilter’s Guild of Dallas
Minutes of General Meeting
September 4, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Pat Henry, Guild President.
The Minutes of the August 7, 2025 meeting, as posted on the website, were approved.

Pat Henry, Guild President, announced that Linda Newman was nominated for the position of
Vice President of Education. The membership voted and approved Linda to serve in this role for
the term September 2025 through August 2027.

Pat also introduced the current board: Karen Neal and Kellee Vargas, Co-VPs of Membership,
Bonnie Cook, VP of Finance, Kathryn Bernstein, VP of Programs and Workshops, Courtney
Luster, VP of Communications,. Linda Bartley, VP of Show, Laura McClure, Treasurer. Pat
further noted that two Director positions remain vacant for the upcoming year and that the
Guild is seeking volunteers to serve in such rolls: the VP of Community Service (Covers for Kids)
and the Secretary.

Finally, Pat also announced that the reusable fabric or vinyl tote bags (typically used for
groceries) are an acceptable donation to be distributed if you cannot sew one of the donation
totes.

It was acknowledged the Irving Quilter’s Guild was in attendance and selling raffle tickets for a
Featherweight machine with a carrying case. The raffle will be drawn in December.

Karen Neal, Co-VP of Membership Services gently reminded members to pay their dues to the
extent they had not already. She also announced two new small groups:

1. Second Tuesday Evening Group (currently unnamed) — meets at the North Dallas Police
Department off Hillcrest. Contact: Courtney Luster.

2. West Side Quilters — meets the third Wednesday of each month, 6:00-9:00 pm at the
Old Craft Store in Carrollton. Contact: Martha Smith

Courtney Luster, VP of Communications requested members submit their favorite quilting tips
for the new “Tip Tuesday” initiative, which will feature member tips on the Guild’s Facebook
and Instagram to encourage community and public engagement.

Events and Activities: Pat Henry noted the chartered bus to the International Quilt Show in
Houston on October 10™ was cancelled due to low enrollment (only 17 signed up but 35 were
required).



The fall in-town retreat, scheduled for October 17-19, 2025, at Best Little Retreat Center, is sold
out! There were 32 spaces, and a wait list is being maintained, so members should email Pat if
they need to cancel.

Bonnie Cook, VP of Finance, presented the 2025 year-end financials along with the proposed
budget for 2026. She reported that the Guild’s checking account balance at year end was
$15,033.33, and the long-term investment account stood at $468,226.10. While the investment
account earned a 13% return, the Guild experienced an overall loss of $77,906.85 for 2025.
Looking ahead, the proposed 2026 budget is $24,800, a smaller figure than prior years due to
the absence of a Guild Show. No questions were raised at the meeting, so members were
invited to contact Bonnie or Pat with further inquiries.

Linda Bartley, VP of Show, announced that Marilyn Henrion had won the Lewisville Fine Arts
competition and will be featured in an exhibit on October 3, 2025, from 6—8 pm at the
Eisemann Center in Richardson. She also reported that, following recommendations from the
member committee and subsequent Board approval, the Guild will move forward with
participation in the Sewing & Quilt Expo for 2026 and the North Texas Quilt Festival, pending
final contract negotiations.

Melanie Reimann, 2025 VP of Community Service, reported on the Guild’s community service
efforts of 2025, expressing her excitement at the tremendous impact made by members. She
shared that 800 quilts were delivered in 2025 for Covers for Kids, with an additional 69 quilts
donated at the September meeting. Altogether, Guild members contributed a remarkable
achievement of over 7,000 volunteer hours during the year. Melanie also gently reminded that
the Guild is seeking someone to take over this role, emphasizing that it is a truly rewarding
position.

Closing Notes

After a short break, Dana Ryan introduced the speaker Annie Smith, who presented a lecture
entitled “How Technology is Changing the Way We Quilt”.

There was no Bring & Brag in September; it will return in October.

After awarding door prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 9:01 pm.

Submitted by Courtney Luster, VP of Communications.

Attendance: In-person [52]
Via Zoom 36



