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Meeting:  
September 4, 2025
7- 9 pm 6:30 social

Location: 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd, 
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome to      
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

Don’t forget to Re-
new your member-
ship! DUE BY  
AUGUST 31,2025!

Annie Smith - Lecture: How Technology 
is Changing the Way We Quilt. 

Annie Smith is a dynamic speaker and 
teacher who lives in Fort Worth, Texas. 
She designs quilts and has her own pat-
tern publishing company. She teaches at 
places like Smoky Mountain Quiltfest, 
International Quilt Market & Festival, 
John C. Campbell Folk School, AQS 

Quiltweek (American Quilters Society), Original Sewing & 
Quilt Expo, and Road to California. She is a Bernina Artisan 
Ambassador and Aurifilosopher. She is known for Machine 
Appliqué and the Art of Color/Fabric Selection.

Lecture:  How Technology is Changing the Way We 
Quilt.  It’s inevitable. Technology has invaded the quilting 
world. Annie uses that same technology to bring a fresh 
perspective on the quilting world as she did when she created 
Quilting Stash, the first podcast for quilters. Annie shares 
how we, and quilting, has changed since she began quilting 
and whatʼs on the horizon.

For more about Annie, see her website www.anniesmith.net

Don’t miss Annie’s workshop, Machine Appliqué for Moderns 
on Saturday, September 6.

 
Houston Bus Tour

Don’t like to drive in Houston, but want to go to the 
Quilt Show? We are siging up people for a luxury 

bus ride to the Houston International Quilt Show in 
October. We need 25 more people to sign up by the 

September meeting or we have to cancel the bus.
If you are interested please text or email -  

Pat Henry or Karen Neal.
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President - Pat Henry
You know summer is coming to an end when school begins. I hope everyone had a fun 
filled summer. June and July flew by and August is on the downhill slide into Septem-
ber. Hopefully with this happening the temperature and humidity will start playing 
nicer.

As we begin Fall, please look at the workshops that are coming up. We have machine 
applique, hands-on indigo dyeing and making beautiful velvet strawberry pin cushions.

Our September 4th meeting will begin our 46th year as a guild. Important informa-
tion will be provided at this meeting, so please plan on attending, whether in person or 
on Zoom. And remember to pay your dues by August 31 so your membership remains 
active and you can continue to enjoy all member-only benefits, such as attending meet-
ings, access to the member on-line directory, member-only email notifications, and 
access to the Member’s Only Facebook page.

As you know, we are still looking for a guild secretary and one or a group of individu-
als to take over Covers for Kids.  Please let me know if you would like to step up and 
help in either of these positions.  They are very vital to our function as a guild.

Melanie Reimann - 1st VP, Community Service
This has been a successful year for our Covers for Kids project. We will have yearly 
donation totals calculated for the next meeting, however the donations at the August 
meeting were 93 quilts and 8 tote bags. Thank you to all our members who cut, sewed, 
quilted, bound, and delivered quilts. 

I am proud to be a member of our guild and have donated many hours volunteering 
at our shows and working on quilts for children who are facing difficult situations. In 
the guild survey this spring, most members felt that our community service was an 
important part of the guild’s activities. But we need more help, and that begins with a 
new vice-president. Maybe co-chairs? Maybe a group of volunteers? There is room for 
change in the project, but we don’t want to suddenly stop helping the kids at Vogel, 
Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center or Ronald McDonald House. Please consider this 
very important position and contact me if you have questions at  
info@quiltersguildofdallas.org.

Karen Neal - Co-2nd VP, Membership
Hello Quilters! We had a great meeting this month with 67 people in attendance in per-
son at our new address, Spring Valley United Methodist Church  - 7700 Spring Valley 
Rd, Dallas, TX 75254. 
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Don’t like to drive in Houston, but want to go to the Quilt Show? We are signing people 
up for a luxury bus ride to the Houston International Quilt Show in October. If you are 
interested, we are limited to 35 seats, so make sure to get signed up fast! We had 14 
members sign up at the meeting, so seats are going fast!

If you remember to wear your name tag at each meeting from now until December, 
please stop at the table when you sign in and put your name into a box for a drawing for 
a special prize! No name tag, no chance to win!

Information about the Fall In-Town Retreat, October 17-19, is now posted on the  
website. Register ASAP! Spots are limited!

We will have a new members group beginning soon. Be looking for an invitation in the 
mail if you have joined recently. We will meet on Saturday afternoon at the Spring Val-
ley location. Specific directions and times will be included in the invitation. 

Sunshine and Shadow
Please remember these members who have lost a family member recently:
•	 Shelly Sutton’s mother
•	 Laura McClure’s father
•	Bonnie Cook’s mother-in-law

The Guild has received some correspondence from former members. 
Mary Jones has decided that she must suspend her 
guild membership and activities as she cares for her husband at home. She enjoyed be-
ing the Guild’s newsletter editor and participating in the Guild events. She hopes to be 
able to join the Guild again in the future.

Peggy Keirstead and husband Steve have moved to Bend, Oregon. Peggy writes that 
she’s joined a Book Club, a Sewing Club and is working on a hand quilting project. They 
are enjoying their grandparent activities. She writes “We’ve made friends but not such 
good friends as we had in Dallas”. If you would like Peggy’s new address, I will be hap-
py to share.

Friendship Groups

Joining a Friendship Group will give you a better opportunity to meet and get to know 
other members in a more relaxed environment. Consider joining one or more of the 
Friendship Groups listed below, or think about starting a new one! Just put a notice in 
the QGD Newsletter soliciting interest. You may find a flock of friends before you know 
it! 

New Friendship Group:
Meeting Day:  Second Tuesday of the month
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Time: 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Location:  District 12 Community Room, Far North Dallas Police Station,
Northeast corner of Hillcrest and McCallum Blvd., Dallas, TX 75252
Contact:  Pat Henry
Come and go as you need to. Bring a quilting friend and a machine if you like or just 
come to visit!

Going to Pieces
Meeting Day: 2nd Thursday of the month
Time: 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: Northridge Presbyterian Church, 6920 Bob-O-Link Drive, Dallas, TX 75214
Contact: Dana Ryan

Nimble Thimbles
Meeting Day: 4th Thursday of the month
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location: Elks Lodge, 8550 Lullwater, Dallas, Texas 75238
Contact: Donna King

Pieceful Hands aka 911
Meeting Day: Every Thursday
Time: 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
7611 Park Lane, Dallas, Texas 75225  
(near Northpark Mall)
Contact: Barbara Hammond

Quilters Unique
Meeting Day: 3rd Monday of the month
Time: 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Member’s home
Contacts: Michelle Sauerbrei and Kaydene Ward

West Side Quilters
Meeting Day:  3rd Wednesday of the month
Time:   6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location:  The Old Craft Store, 1110 Main Street, Carrollton, TX 75006
Contact:  Martha Smith
$5 fee covers the store’s rental fee

For information about joining a Friendship Group
(or forming your own), contact: membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org.



Linda Bartley - VP Show
It was my honor to serve as President of the Quilters Guild of Dallas from September 
2022 to August 2024. At the August guild meeting I was surprised to receive a Presi-
dent’s Quilt orchestrated by Kathryn Bernstein.  It is a lovely pinwheel pattern with a 
gorgeous floral backing. 

During an October 2024 retreat Kathryn asked each participant to construct 4 Half-
square triangles from fabric squares she provided.  Kathryn arranged and pieced the 
HSTs into an ombre effect.  The label contains the signatures of all the people who 
made the HSTs.

Thanks to Kathryn and the members of the Dallas Guild for this personal gift.  I appre-
ciate the gift and the memories of working with the talented and generous members of 
the Quilters Guild of Dallas.
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2025 Fall In-Town Retreat
Join us at The Best Little Retreat Center in Texas 

for our Fall In-Town Retreat!

October 17, 18 and 19, 2025
Sign up on the guild website!

https://www.quiltersguildofdallas.org/retreats/

Live Auction October Meeting!
Martha Smith has donated 6 issues of Quilt Folk to be auctioned and 

benefits Covers for Kids! The issues include the years 2017 - 2019 with 
volume numbers:  5 - East Massachusetts    6 - Arizona
    7 - Louisiana    8 - Michigan  9 - Utah     10 - Vermont

Please come and bid!
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Bow Tie Quilt with Significant Backing
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, 
Museum of Texas Tech University

Many of the quilts offered to the Museum of Texas Tech from the local community 
date from the beginning of the 20th century because that is when the area was becom-
ing fully settled.  Quilts in soft colors and traditional patterns are often offered as was 
the case with this quilt, but what made it important to bring into the Museum’s collec-
tion was its backing.  The maker sewed together feed sacks woven with stripes along 
the edges to form the back.

White cotton sacks were used to package flour, sugar, chicken feed and other commod-
ities as early as the mid-19th century when trains became an important mode of trans-
portation.  The sacks were easier to load onto trains than barrels had been.  In the ear-
ly 20th century rural women realized the value of all this “free” sack fabric (about the 
size of a large pillowcase) and used it for a variety of purposes, from children’s clothing 
to underwear.  The texture of the cotton made it particularly nice for embroidering and 
many women embroidered the white sacks to make towels.   The cotton sack manu-

Detail of back of Bow Tie QuiltBow Tie Quilt circa 1930 made by Zorah 
Texana Smith Blair, Gift of Lori McClure, 
TTU-H2025-004-002



facturers thought they would increase the demand for commodities packaged in cotton 
sacks by weaving a stripe specifically for towels into the outer edges of the bag.  

The weaving of stripes into the white fabric predates the pretty prints which began to 
appear on cotton sacks in the late 1930s.  Although we sometimes think of feed sack 
printed fabric as being from the 1920s, in fact the business records for the Percy Kent 
Bag Company point to Richard K. Peek’s idea of printing the sacks with pretty prints in 
1937.  Family history for George Seelbach who worked at the Chase Bag Manufacturing 
Company in New York City also points to the late 1930s for this innovation.  

The bags used on this quilt still retain some of the product printing, “Towel Bag” which 
held sugar from “Cane Sugar American Sugar Refining Company, New York, NY”. It 
also bears an image of a large spread eagle and the letters “H and E,” probably the 
brand. Although the bag has printed directions, “Wash in cold water to remove print-
ing,” the printing remains.  It is possible that the quilt was never washed, but more 
likely the ink didn’t come out as easily as promised.

This quilt demonstrates the efforts of the cotton industry to find uses for cotton while 
competing with paper sacks for packaging commodities.  Ultimately paper won, as we 
see on our store shelves today.  

The quilt was made by Zorah Texana Smith Blair, who was born November 24, 1874 in 
Bell County, Texas. She married James Anderson Blair on March 22, 1897 in Young-
sport, Bell County Texas where they made their first home. They had two daughters, 
Lois Purl and Lora Virginia, that were born in Bell County. In 1903 the family moved 
via covered wagon to Dickens County, Texas hoping to homestead and farm. The jour-
ney took more than six weeks, and by the time they arrived, all the land available for 
homesteading was already claimed. Jim worked as a well digger setting up and servic-

Zorah seated in the center with her husband and children. 
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for homesteading was already claimed. Jim worked as a well digger setting up and 
servicing windmills on farms and ranches throughout the area. Zorah, known as Zody 
to the family and friends, set up house and cared for her growing family. Three more 
children were born in Dickens, Zelma Matilda, Katherine Myrtle, and James Wesley 
Harold. The family lived in the Red Hill community of the county before moving into 
the town of Dickens in 1913. 

According to the family, Zody was a fastidious homemaker who also took great pride in 
her garden and orchard. She was a resourceful cook and an excellent seamstress, sew-
ing “for the public” as well as her family. She was a devout member of the Church of 
Christ and followed the axiom that “idle hands are the devil’s workshop”. Zody made 
many quilts, never wasting any scraps of material from her sewing business or personal 
projects. On New Years Eve 1921, her daughter, Lora, married into the Meador fam-
ily that owned the local grocery store. That connection enabled Zody to have a reliable 
supply of flour sacks that she utilized for quilts, cup towels, and clothing for her grand-
children.   It is probable that the backing for this quilt came through that local grocery 
store. 
 

 Zorah died on September 20, 1953, and is buried in the Dickens Cemetery.

The auction starts at 2:00 pm 
The preview and other activities start at 12 noon. 
Location: Texas Church of God, 2240 Fort Worth Highway, 
Weatherford, Texas. 
Cash, checks, and credit cards are accepted.

ADVERTISEMENT:  Quilter’s Guild of Parker County


