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December 4th Holiday Celebration!
Heads up, Grinchy Girlfriends!

You're Invited to our RSVP-Only December 4th Holiday
Celebration!

Instead of having a speaker for our December Guild meet-
ing, we’re planning a holiday celebration with food and lots
of fun activities! The Elves need a headcount, so they’ll know
how many lumps of coal to bring (did you think Santa wasn’t
keeping track of your UFOs)?

This is not a regular meeting, so we need to have an actual
headcount before the meeting. Anyone planning to attend the
December 4 Holiday Party must RSVP to Karen Neal,
Membership, by November 28.

Although our usual meetings start at 7:00, we’d like to start
a little early for the party, so plan on arriving at 6:45 so we’ll
have more time for fun, like:

Lots of door prizes and treats!

Food! Not a sit-down meal, but lots of goodies to snack on

and share, such as Appetizers, Salads, and Desserts. Many of

you have already signed up, but it’s not too late! You can still

sign up by emailing your choice of a holiday goody to bring

and share to Karen Neal, membership@quiltersguildofdallas.
org by November 28.

= Hand-made ornament exchange! The
_ ornaments must be hand-made. They can be

_ quilted, sewn, stitched, or glued, as long as
they’re hand-created somehow. Bring your
wrapped ornament inside a paper bag with
your name also inside the bag. A table will be
set up for the ornament bags.

Continued on page 2

Meeting:
December 4th
6:45 -9 pm

Location:

Spring Valley United
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd,
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and
Tell, and any CFK
finished projects!

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and
visitors are welcome to
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first
Thursday of the month.

For information on the
Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas:
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/
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“Ugly” Christmas Sweater Parade! Wear your Ugly Christmas Sweater or other
favorite holiday attire and let’s have fun celebrating the year we’ve had.

The QGD Elves

President - Pat Henry

As of November 7, the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas is 46 years old! For 46 years, this com-
munity of quilters has continued to keep our founder’s mission at heart--to preserve
the heritage of quilting, and to be a source of inspiration and information to our mem-
bers. We continue to showcase and support our members and their work through par-
ticipation in a yearly quilt show, monthly meetings, workshops, an Endowment Pro-
gram, and our contribution to community service agencies. We're a family of quilters
of all levels. It’s comforting to see the discussions and work that goes on between mem-
bers.

As we approach the holidays, I'm keeping everyone in my thoughts. My hope for all is
that this is a safe and healthy end to 2025. Our New Year will be here soon with many
new projects in the works for our guild.

For those who have RSVP’d to attend our December 4% celebration, I'll see you on De-
cember 4. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone’s holiday attire, tasting the snack
dishes prepared for the occasion, and seeing the handmade ornaments of those partici-
pating. Remember to wrap your ornament and put it into a paper bag so that it’s a sur-
prise to all. And place your name inside the bag so the receiver can thank you in person.

Happy Holidays!!!

A long time member of the Guild has passed.

Sherry, you can replace the second paragraph with the following one.

Kathy Thibodeau passed away at her home on October 5. She was a superb seamstress
and quilter. She was a long-time member of the small group, Lone Stars (now West
Side Quilters). Her quilts were in the Masters category, and she was known for her
hand-quilted entries. She will be missed and we wish her family peace at this time.

Karen Neal - Co-2nd VP, Membership

We had 10 in attendance at the first small group meeting for new members. Homework
was assigned to think of a group name and to think about what kind of projects we are
most interested in doing together. The next meeting will be in January and I will mail
invitations with the address for the library at the first of January to the new members.

Please check the QGD website for Friendship groups.
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Kathryn Bernstein - VP Programs and Workshops
December 6 Workshop: Lucious Velvet Strawberries

While the deadline has passed for ordering a kit for the Luscious Velvet Strawberries
Workshop, it’s not too late for three lucky procrastinators to sign up for the December
6 Velvet Strawberries workshop! Kathryn bought three extra kits! So, if you were over-
whelmed with the prospect of too many holiday activities and couldn’t decide to take
the workshop, or you just plain forgot to sign up, please go to the website and register!
Join us at Best Little Retreat Center for a very sweet workshop to make lovingly crafted
gifts in time for Christmas! Wear your pajamas and fuzzy slippers for a day of cozy
stitching! Contact Kathryn Bernstein, programs@quiltersguildofdallas.org with any
questions.

Linda Newman - VP Education

Quilt tying is a tried-and-true method of finishing quilts, and it doesn’t have to look
old-fashioned. It’s a simple and effective method to secure the layers of your quilt using
yarn or embroidery thread, providing a cozy finish. There are many unique ways to tie
a quilt, you’ll be able to finish your modern quilt patterns in a way that matches their
style. Enjoy the process and let your creativity shine!

Museum Quilt Used for Study
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum at Texas Tech University

The American Quilt Study Group has a program to study antique quilts in which quil-
ters reproduce a quilt in a wall hanging size or
use the original quilt as inspiration and in the
process learn about quilting techniques of the
past. The focus of the most recent quilt study was
Quiltmakers and Designers: 1945 to 1979. The
project was to select a quilt made between 1945
and 1979 and reproduce it to learn what tech-
niques previous quilters used. Tammy Mendl, of
Abilene, Texas chose Flower Girls Quilt from the
collection at the Museum at Texas Tech Univer-
sity to study for this project Ms. Mendl did ex-
tensive research on the family who had made and
given the quilt to the museum.

Flower Girls Quilt, TTU-H1976-111
original in the collection of the Museum
at Texas Tech University
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Mary Emaline
Whorton Kittrell
(1860-1953)

The quilt was made by Mary Warren Kittrell (Mrs. Mat-
thew) and her daughter, Grace Kittrell Allen (Mrs. A. B.).
Tammy discovered that this quilt was made during the dif-
ficult 1950s when Lubbock was at the beginning of a tough
drought. But the mother and daughter team that made the
quilt surely enjoyed using bright colors during a hard time.
Mary was born in North Carolina in 1860, married Mat-
thew Kittrell and by 1895 had moved to Bell County, Tex-
as. Grace was her youngest child, born when Mary was 37
years old. In 1918 Grace married

Alvin Allen. After Mary’s husband passed away in 1931, she
moved in with Grace. The quilt is based on the Colonial
Lady pattern. A similar quilt was made by Iva Wintersteen
Lewis in York, Nebraska in 1940 and is in the collection of
the Nebraska Stat Historical Society. The pattern was re-
printed in McCall’s Quilting Vintage Quilts magazine Fall
2002 issue. The pattern is a variation on the popular Sun-
bonnet Sue and is beautifully executed with fine needle-
work.

Tammy says she was “drawn to this quilt
by the beautiful way each block was appli-
quéd and embroidered. With 20 blocks set
together with bright orange cotton fabric,
the quilt truly stands out. The fact that a
mother and daughter worked together to
create this beautiful quilt inspired me to
study the quilt. Through this quilt study, I
| learned how to make a small replica quilt,
- delved into family history research, col-
laborated with a museum curator, and
practiced quilting techniques that are not
common these days.”

Reproduction quilt made by
Tammy Mendel. Notice the tiny
“travel” medal at the top left indi-
cating that the quilt was selected
for the quilt study traveling
exhibit.
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Tammy and the Museum’s curator of clothing and textiles, Dr. Marian Ann J. Mont-
gomery are both thrilled that Tammy’s work was selected to travel with this exhibition
that will be shown across the United States of America over a two-year period. “Only
about half of the quilts that were made in this study were chosen to travel. This is a
huge honor for Tammy and another opportunity for outreach for the collection at the
Museum at Texas Tech University,” said Dr. Montgomery. The American Quilt Study

Group will also publish a catalog with all the study quilts that will be available in about
six months. Congratulations Tammy!

wld & @ Quilt maker, Tammy Mendl, with the
» -8 ————|§= Museum’s curator, Marian Ann Montgom-
AN g || _%_ @5 | ery, when the quilt was shown at the sym-
v Al 7@5 3  posium of the American Quilt Study Group

held recently in Portland, Maine.
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