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Meeting:  
February 5th
Social hour - 6:45 
Meeting 7 - 9 pm 

Location: 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd, 
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome to      
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

Cathy Perlmutter (Zoom)
I started quilting in 1991, during a 
career in journalism. The hobby even-
tually took over my life. I’ve written 
many books and patterns, not just 
about quilting, but also about making 
3-D and mixed media art. My goal is 
for people who use my tutorials, books, 
and patterns, or who take my classes, 
to experience the same combination of 

relaxation, excitement, discovery, and joy that I do. Wherever 
you are in your quilting journey, you will have a good time 
and surprise yourself with where you wind up—just as sur-
prised as I am by where each project takes me!

In general, my approach to quilting is non-fussy. It’s a thrill 
sport. I never know exactly where each quilt will take me, but 
I have a blast in the process, learning a lot and usually laugh-
ing at the mistakes (sometimes gnashing my teeth, moaning, 
and heading for the fridge).

Learn more at my website, http://cathyperlmutter.com

Check out Cathy’s Zoom Workshop:  
Artistic Scrap Baskets: Q Cord

Due to three double booking  we have  have three 
spots left for the sweetheart winter retreat Febru-
ary 13 - 15th at the Best little Retreat Center. If you 
are intrested please contact Pat Henry and we will 
get you registered.
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President - Pat Henry
Happy New Year! It’s amazing how fast 2025 went by. What did you accomplish dur-
ing the year? Have you put new plans in place for 2026? I’m trying my best to prioritize 
things that need to be done for birthday and holiday gifts and putting them on my 
calendar.

This new year brings many opportunities for the Guild. We’ll be having wonderful 
speakers and workshops for you to take advantage of. We’ll schedule sew days as we re-
vamp Covers for Kids and get back to our regular production for our community service 
projects. Also, we’re venturing into new territory with being a part of the North Texas 
Quilt Festival in July. At our February meeting, we’ll discuss items that we would love 
to make and put in our booth to sell. Also, if you have any suggestions, please feel free 
to let me know. This is an opportunity to monetarily add income to the Guild since we 
will not be hosting a show of our own this year.
Here’s to a year of growth and community for the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas!

Karen Neal - Co-2nd VP, Membership
Hello Quilters! Welcome to a new year!

Do you have questions about your membership? You can stop at the membership desk 
when you sign in and we will help you find answers. If we do not have the answer  
immediately, we will find someone who does. 

Do you have news to share with the guild membership? Be sure to fill in a Sunshine and 
Shadows paper after you get signed in (pick up a new ticket for the door prize drawing 
for the evening) and we can share your news with the membership.

Are you looking for a friendship group to join? Stop by the membership desk and let 
Kellee or Karen know and we can help you find a group to join. 
Happy 2026! See you in February! 

Kathryn Bernstein - VP Programs and Workshops
Workshop: Artistic Scrap Baskets: Q Cord (ZOOM)

Cathy Perlmutter hates throwing anything away. That drove her to 
come up with a basket-making system using the narrow batting strips 
cut from the edges of quilts. She wraps them with equally narrow fabric 
strips, then quilts them down the middle to create what 
she calls “Q-Cord.” That cord can be wound, 

woven, or otherwise manipulated to become fun, artistic baskets and 
other home accessories.

You’ll learn how to do this in Cathy’s workshop on Feb. 6!
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Linda Newman - VP Education
REPORT OF THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE

The Quilter’s Guild of Dallas has as part of its mission to encourage the appreciation 
of and education about the art of quilting. In addition to our monthly programs and 
educational demonstrations, the Guild established the Helena Hibbs Endowment Fund 
to encourage groups and individuals to encourage the knowledge and love of quilting. 
Each year the Endowment Committee receives grant applications from a variety of or-
ganizations throughout the country. 

The current members of the Endowment Committee are Linda Newman, Chair, and 
Martha Smith, Mary Masal and Michelle Sauerbrai. The Committee reviews the appli-
cations and makes funding recommendations to the Guild Board.

The most recent recipients of Fund grants are as follows:

In 2024 the Guild awarded $2000 to the Dairy Barn Arts Museum in Athens Ohio, to 
assist in the publication of its catalog for “Quilt National ‘25”, the biannual exhibition 
of contemporary quilts. The show occurred during the summer of 2025, and the Dallas 
Guild was acknowledged as a contributor in the exhibit’s materials and in the catalog. 
The Guild received two copies of the hardbound catalog, and we will have it available 
for members to see at our regular Guild meetings. 

In 2025 the Guild approved two grants within the state of Texas. 

The first is a $1000 grant to the 4-H Foundation of Texas.  The 4-H Foundation sup-
ports 4-H chapters throughout Texas, and many have students making quilt tops for 
donation to the Quilts of Valor Foundation. However, they lacked resources to trans-
form the tops into completed quilts. They requested funds to purchase a long-arm 
quilting machine for the Foundation’s headquarters in College Station. While this re-
quest was pending, Guild member Liz Jo learned of the need, and decided to donate 
her quilting machine to 4-H, as she was upgrading to a higher-level machine.  The 
$1000 grant will help pay for the moving and installation of the machine and training.  
This serendipity and generosity accomplished this goal much faster than expected. 

The Board also approved $4000 to the Texas Tech University Museum, which houses 
the extensive quilt collection that Dr. Marian Ann Montgomery curates. The collection 
is expanding and needs more archival space for safe storage. The grant will be used for 
shelving, archival boxes and materials that will preserve the quilts. Guild member Lisa 
Erlandson just announced the donation of her extensive collection of historic quilts to 
the Texas Tech museum. Dr. Montgomery is also a member of the Quilter’s Guild of 
Dallas and has led the informative quilt show tours during our annual shows.
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Mid 19th century Pieced Star Quilt with Early Chintz Fabric
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum at Texas Tech University

This stunning circa 1850 quilt was made by Mary Alice Gibson (b. June 13, 1831).  
Mary Alice probably made this in Arkansas, prior to her marriage. Women prepared 
linens for their future household before marriage because, once married, babies start-
ed coming and there was less time for needlework. This quilt is heavily hand quilted as 
is expected of women who were taught needlework skills at a young age.

Mary Alice married John Jackson Norton of Ran-
dall, Arkansas in 1852. The Ohio Star pattern quilt 
utilizes chintz fabric stars in the four corners. This 
fabric predates the 1850s era fabric of the other 
stars of blue and red fabric and saw tooth border.  
One wonders if perhaps these stars were leftover 
blocks from an earlier quilt, made by her mother or 
other female relative.  

John Jackson Norton was from an adjoining coun-
ty to where Mary Alice was raised. Once married 
they immediately left by wagon for Johnson Coun-
ty, Texas arriving late in 1852. He enlisted in the 
30th Texas Cavalry Company E on July 12, 1862, 
and served in Texas and the Indian Territory of 
what is now Oklahoma.  

In 1867 they pulled up roots and moved by wagon 
pulled by oxen to Jefferson County, Arkansas.  He purchased 200 acres of land about 
10 miles southeast of Pine Bluff, near the Arkansas River. This was rich land, but, low, 
wet and swampy and in those days infested with lots of malaria and “swamp fever.”  
In the spring of 1870 3 of their children died of “swamp fever,” two of them the same 
night.  Heart-broken, they sold this property and moved to the Randall community in 
Cleveland County, Arkansas, which was upland, and much healthier. There they re-
mained the balance of a long, productive life, becoming well-to-do by the standards of 
the day. He accumulated 500 acres of land, a cotton-gin, 
gristmill, etc.  

Mary Alice Gibson Norton died in 1879, and her husband 
remarried 3 years later.   
He was always very active in church work. The small 
church, Wesley’s Chapel Methodist Church, which he 
helped build, and attended, still stands, and is used every 
Sunday. The Community Cemetery where Mary Alice, her 
husband John Jackson Norton and his second wife are buried, is pictured above.

Gift of the Family of Donna Jean 
McCarty-Meholin, TTU-H 2025-
035-001


