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Meeting:  
March 5th
Social hour - 6:45 
Meeting 7 - 9 pm 

Location: 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd, 
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome to      
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

Lecture: Star Light, Star Bright, 
Stars Upon My Bed Tonight:

Lisa Erlandson is a compulsive quilt 
collector whose habit has led to sev-
eral quilt-related specialties. She 
learned to sew as a child but consid-
ered it punishment (and maybe it 
was). She re-discovered sewing in the 

mid 1980s as a drama teacher and made her first quilt in 
1991.

She is an AQS Certified Appraiser of Quilted Textiles, lec-
turer, quilt show judge, teacher and quilt historian. Lisa 
has an extensive collection of antique quilts that she shares 
during many of her lectures. She has spoken internationally 
and teaches and lectures at venues from small local guilds 
to national quilt shows. She also judges quilt shows ranging 
from county fairs to statewide shows.  She is a past presi-
dent of the American Quilt Study Group.

​Lisa is also a quilt maker and has quilts 
published in “Quilts: Patriotic and 
Presidential” and “The Quilter’s Night 
Before Christmas: A Treasury of Tradi-
tion”, both by Sue Reich. She wrote the 
pattern instructions for quilts made by 
AQSG members and published in the 
2013 book “Revival! A Study of Early 
20th Century Colonial Revival Quilts” 
published by Kansas City Star Books. She has served as 
the designer for multiple AQSG Quilt Study books.  Lisa 
also contributed a chapter in Mary Kerr’s book “Southern 
Quilts.” 

Lisa has a Master of Arts degree in Public Communication 



Quilter’s Guild of Dallas “Newsletter - March 2026“ page 2 

from the University of North Texas. She also owns Le Retreat House in Gainesville, 
Texas.

Lecture: Star Light, Star Bright, Stars Upon My Bed Tonight:  Stars grace some of our 
oldest quilts in either quilting, piecing or appliqué. This trunk show takes us across 
time to see how our expression of stars in quilts has changed in the last 200 years – or 
has it?

President - Pat Henry
February was fast and fun. We had a great Sweetheart Winter Retreat at the Best Little 
Retreat Center. I love these retreats because I get to see the true creativity of our mem-
bers. We laughed, ate, shopped in the free items, and made lots of good memories.

At our February meeting we asked members to sign up for the new Covers for Kids con-
cept. Thank you to so many of you that signed up.  There is still room for more helpers, 
so, contact me, and I will add you to the list – in the area you are best able to help. You 
can do your part and then pass it on to the next person. We will have a Zoom meeting 
for all who have signed up, as well as key people who have been working with Covers 
for Kids - to work on the details of the new plan.

The Spring speakers and workshops are on the website. Please look at these again and 
make sure you sign up for the great workshops.

At the March meeting we will continue to collect items made by our members to be sold 
at the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas booth at the quilt show in Irving, July 30- August 1. 
Please bring finished items so we can inventory and make plans for the booth.

During the February meeting, the board positions were presented in a handout.  (If you 
have not seen it, the handout is included at the end of this newsletter.) Several posi-
tions must be filled before the beginning of our new year in September 2026. Please re-
view the responsibilities of each position. If needed, the position may be shared by two 
people. Current board members will be mentors and a resource to all incoming board 
members, so don’t hesitate to step up and volunteer. You can be a part of the behind-
the-scenes group that makes our Guild work. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me and we will discuss it.
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Kathryn Bernstein - VP Programs and Workshops
Workshop: The Skinny

QGD is so pleased to welcome a QGD favorite quilting sister, Lisa Er-
landson, to our March activities. Lisa will be in person  presenting “Star 
Light, Star Bright, Stars Upon My Bed Tonight”, a journey through star 
pattern quilt evolution across 200 years of quilt making. There will be a 
trunk show so while you can attend on Zoom, it’s best to be at the meeting 
in person; the beautiful quilts might inspire you to finish that Seven Sis-
ters languishing in the UFO stack; Lisa’s workshop “The Skinny” features 
Lisa’s original designs for creating a delightful 12”x30” wall hanging using 
pieced and wool felt appliqué techniques suitable for all skill levels.  Appli-
qué can be accomplished by hand or on your machine!  Stitch a Skinny for your favorite 
holiday or your favorite person; it’s a perfect project for gifting! Just bring background 
fabric and scraps and choose your favorite Skinny design kit in class. Workshop is Fri-
day, March 6, 10:00AM - 4:00PM at The Best Little Retreat Center. Registration and 
full supply list is on the QGD website.  

Linda Bartley - VP Show - show@quiltersguildofdallas.org

North Texas Quilt Festival, July 30 – August 1, 2026

The Quilters Guild of Dallas, QGD, is collaborating with other North Texas quilt guilds 
to produce the North Texas Quilt Festival, NTQF. It will be presented in partnership 
with the Original Sewing & Quilting Expo.  July 30 – August 1, 2026 at Irving Conven-
tion Center.

The willingness and skills of our members are necessary to make this a meaningful and 
profitable project for the Dallas Quilt Guild. There will be two areas in which our mem-
bers can participate:

•	 Jobs that are local to our guild
•	 Jobs that are organizing the NTQF

The Dallas Guild 2026 Show Team is being formed and you are invited to join in. 
Working together on a common goal will strengthen our community and it’s fun!
These Show Team positions are needed to maximize the Guild’s revenue from this new 
partnership. Within this new structure, team members can design their own processes.

•	 Ticket Sales -- The Guild will receive and sell 100 Expo tickets. All proceeds 
belong to the Guild.

•	 T Shirt Sales--The NTQF has printed show T Shirts which will be consigned 
to us to sell.

•	 Art Quilt Silent Auction --The proceeds from all the mini quilts donated by 
our members belong to the Guild.
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•	 Booth Sales--We can sell almost anything in our complimentary vendor 
booth.  All proceeds stay with the Guild.

•	 Show Treasurer--Pre-show, post-show QGD accounts and point of sales 
during Expo days 

The Original Sewing & Quilting Expo corporation will organize the facility, vendors, 
special exhibits, and classes.  The North Texas Quilt Festival will produce a judged quilt 
show.  The NTQF Board has produced this quilt show for several years. There are 350+ 
non-curated entries which are judged and awarded ribbons and cash prizes.  Dallas 
Guild members are needed to work with some of the existing NTQF committees. 

•	 Art Quilt Silent Auction
•	 Entries
•	 Layout
•	 Set Up and Take Down

 

Within this new approach there are exciting opportunities as we help produce a differ-
ent version of a north Texas quilt show. I encourage you to be a part of this new vision 
for the Quilters Guild of Dallas. I hope you will decide to be a member of the QGD 2026 
Show Team, talk with me for more information.  Thanks!  

Linda Newman - VP Education
EDUCATION DEMONSTRATION
ACCUQUILT FABRIC CUTTER

Accuquilt is a brand of fabric cutter that uses cutting dies to cut fabric (and paper) by 
rolling through its system. There are similar brands like Cricut and Scan-n-Cut that 
share some of the features.

Accuquilts come in a smaller Go machine and standard machine (both hand cranked) 
and an electric version. 

Accuquilt also sells a broad number of “dies” to use with the machine, ranging from 
applique shapes to standard strip, square, rectangular, triangular, and circular shapes 
used in many quilt patterns. 

ADVANTAGES OF AN ACCUQUILT CUTTER:

1.	 Save time on cutting applique shape – when using stabilizer, it eliminates the stop of 
tracing the pattern onto the fusible and is also faster than hand cutting with scissors

2.	 Die cutting is precise
3.	 Up to 6 layers of fabric or paper can be cut at the same time
4.	 Accuquilt offers coordinate designs for use in an embroidery machine (eg to stitch a 

blanket stitch around an applique).  Embrilliance also offers coordinating Accuquilt 
embroidery designs



5.	 Accuquilt offers lots of free quilting patterns on its site that incorporate the die 
shapes.  https://goquilt.accuquilt.com/projects

6.	 For quilters with hand issues, the accuquilt may be less painful than hand or rotary 
cutting.

7.	 Accuquilt offers a coordinated set of geometric dies in a ‘Qube’ set that can make a 
variety of blocks in sizes ranging from 4” to 12” for each Qube set.

DISADVANTAGES OF AN ACCUQUILT CUTTER

1.	 The applique shapes are really intended for raw edge applique – to be left raw edge 
or sewed in with blanket stitch or satin stitch.  However, by cutting a paper or plastic 
“template” of a die, that could be used as a pattern for a needle turn applique. 

2.	 The machine and dies are expensive
3.	 The machine and dies require storage space.
4.	 The size of the applique shapes can’t be expanded or “shrunk”.
5.	 It can be a little ‘fiddly’ to line up grain or a design in a fabric with a print. However, 

by first cutting a cardboard version of the die, that could be used to line up the print 
or grain on the die. 

6.	 Fabric waste (although scraps can be used).  

Quilt That Records Guild History
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles at the Museum at Texas Tech University

Seldom does a quilt come to the museum with as much documentation as the one that 
arrived recently documenting the April 7, 2016 meeting of the Quilter’s Guild of Dal-
las whose program Let’s Get Hexed was presented by Mickey Dupre. Mickey asked the 
attendees to arrive with a 3 ½” square of fabric and hand sewing notions. During the 
program she took them through basting a hexie and offered tips and tricks about Eng-
lish Paper Piecing. The participants wrote their name on the paper on the back and the 
hexies were gathered together. One hexie was drawn and Rägi Marino whose name was 
on that hexie won all 116 blocks. Rägi put the blocks together into this small wall hang-
ing. 

Rainbow of Hexies quilt made 
by Rägi Marino 2016, Gift of Rägi Marino, 
TTU-H2026-006-001.
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The real treat for quilt historians is the reverse.  Rägi took a photo of the back with all 
the names still on the papers and sent it to Spoonflower to print.  Every quilter who at-
tended the April 2016 meeting of the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas and made a hexie is rep-
resented on this quilt.

Because signatures are often difficult to read, Mrs. Marino also made a chart of all the 
names to donate with the quilt. The chart is organized as the blocks are arranged and 
she also gave a chart with the names listed alphabetically. Now the museum has a 
complete list of everyone who worked on the quilt.

The label she affixed to the back tells the story of the meeting and what Rägi did to 
make the quilt.

Often inscribed quilts come in with signatures that are difficult to decipher.  No mu-
seum could ask for better documentation of who made a quilt than is found in this 
example! Thank you Rägi Marino! If you were there that night your name is now in the 
files at the Museum at Texas Tech University.
  

Detail of back showing some 
of the names.

Kathy Thibodeau Estate Sale February 27-28

QGD, I'd like to thank your organization for your kinds words in your December 2025 
newsletter regarding my aunt Kathy Thibodeau who passed away in October. Quilting 
and the quilting community were such an important part of her life! 

As you might imagine, she has a hug stash of quilting fabric, quilting tools, antique 
quilts, a Pfaff 1171 sewing machine, an incredible quilting hoop floor stand with acces-
sory arm for a light, quilting books, notions, and more! Per she wishes, all will be sold, 
and an Estate Sale (DFW Estate Liquidators) will be held at her home in Carrollton on 



Feb. 27-28. I'm sure she would want her quilting world to go to her quilting community 
- at estate sale prices - and be put to good use. 

I would appreciate your help in ensuring that these treasures don't wind up in a dump-
ster. If your organization would share this info. with the QGD community and other 
quilting/sewing enthusiasts who may be interested, it would be greatly appreciated. 
The link for the sale is https://www.dfwestateliquidators.com/estate-sales (scroll down 
to 2/27-28).

Additionally, I am interested in learning more about the Endowment Fund. If you 
could have the appropriate person contact me, that would be appreciated.

Many thanks.
Debbie Thibodeau, 5 Woodcliff Dr., Simsbury, CT 06070
860-539-0538 
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Board Postions

President The President shall be the principal executive officer of the corporation and 
shall in general supervise and control all of the business and affairs of the corporation. 
The President shall preside at all meetings of the members and of the Board of Direc-
tors, and shall also preside at all Executive Committee meetings. Except for the Nomi-
nating Committee, the President shall serve as ex-officio member of all committees. 
The President may sign, in the absence of the Fifth Vice President proper officer of the 
Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors, any deeds, mortgages, bonds, con-
tracts, or other instruments which the Board of Directors have authorized to be execut-
ed, except in cases where the signing and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated 
by the Board of Directors or by these Bylaws or by statute to some other officer or agent 
of the corporation. In addition, the President shall generally perform all duties incident 
to the office of the President and such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board 
of Directors from time to time, including but not limited to, establishing the schedule 
for Board of Directors Meetings; receiving annual reports of all officers and commit-
tee chairs at the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors in August; calling additional 
meetings (as necessary); overseeing the responsibilities of the following Standing Com-
mittees: Growth and Development, Nominating, and Historian; overseeing compliance 
with requirements for being a non-profit organization; appointing the Parliamentarian; 
and creating any temporary committee for a specific purpose, which committee will 
cease to exist after its specific function is completed; shall train, identify, or make rec-
ommendations to the Nominating Committee of potential replacements for their posi-
tion.

First Vice President – Community Services The First Vice President – Community 
Services shall act on behalf of the Guild as a liaison with other community service orga-
nizations and at functions as requested. The First Vice President – Community Services 
shall be in charge of collecting and reporting all volunteer hours recorded by the mem-
bership and shall coordinate activities related to donated items.

Second Vice President – Membership The Second Vice President – Membership 
shall be responsible for keeping an up to-date record of Guild members (including 
names, addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other pertinent information); 
maintain an accounting of the number of persons present at Guild meetings; provid-
ing the Directory Committee with a complete roster of Guild members by September 15 
each year; forwarding dues received from Guild members to the General Treasurer. act-
ing shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President

Third Vice President – Programs/Workshops The Third Vice President – Pro-
grams/ Workshops shall be responsible for coordinating, arranging and following up 
on programs and workshops scheduled throughout the fiscal year; arranging for pro-
grams and workshops beyond a specified term of office due to availability of speakers; 
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coordinating advance notice of such programs and workshops with the chairs of Pub-
licity, Newsletter Committee, and Website Committee; shall see that building/meeting 
room with equipment and amenities are prearranged as well as properly secured fol-
lowing the general meetings and workshops in accordance with the terms of the lease 
agreement.

Fourth Vice President –C ommunications The Fourth Vice President – Communi-
cations shall be responsible for both internal and external communications activities 
of the Guild. The Fourth Vice President – Communications shall oversee the responsi-
bilities of the following Standing Committees: Internal Communications (Friendship 
Groups and Members-at-Large), Newsletter, Publicity and Web Site. 

Fifth Vice President – Finance The Fifth Vice President – Finance shall be respon-
sible for all funds and securities of the corporation. In particular, the Fifth Vice Presi-
dent – Finance shall oversee deposits and disbursements by the Treasurer of all monies 
in the name of the corporation in such banks, trust companies, or other depositories as 
shall be selected in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of these Bylaws; shall 
oversee the maintaining of all corporate financial records, having them ready for audit 
on request; shall be responsible for the timely preparation and submission of any re-
quired tax returns; shall review financial statements and coordinate with the Treasurer 
the presentation of these statements every month to the Board of Directorsand shall 
train, identify, or make recommendations to the Nominating Committee of potential 
replacements for their position. A Fiscal Report shall be presented by the Fifth Vice 
President in condensed form at the Regular Meeting of Guild members in September. 
In the absence of the President, First Vice President, Second 

Sixth Vice President – Show The Sixth Vice President – Show shall be responsible 
for the Guild’s Annual Quilt Show by appointing and overseeing committees to execute 
each show. The Sixth Vice President – Show shall conduct meetings of the quilt show 
committees regularly and require reports from each committee chair at appropriate in-
tervals; shall train, identify, or make recommendations to the Nominating Committee 
of potential replacements for their position; shall prepare an annual Quilt Show budget 
to be presented to the Fiscal Committee. 

Seventh Vice President – Education The Seventh Vice President – Education shall 
oversee the responsibilities of the following Standing Committees: Endowment, Educa-
tion and Community Outreach.
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