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Meeting:  
April 2nd 
Social hour - 6:45 
Meeting 7 - 9 pm 

Location: 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd, 
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and 
Tell, and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome to      
attend the Guild meet-
ings held on the first 
Thursday of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/

Diane L. Murtha (via Zoom)
Diane L. Murtha is an award-winning 
quilter, fiber artist, author, and inter-
national lecturer and instructor. Quilt-
ing for over 50 years, she gravitated 
to art quilts and discovered she loves 
challenges. Her quilts and articles are 
included in books, 30+ magazines, and 
multiple juried exhibits and interna-
tional shows, including the prestigious 

National Quilt Museum and International Quilt Festival. 
Diane published her first book, Artful Insights in Fiber: 
Quilted Bits of Wit & Wisdom in March 2023. She current-
ly resides in Iowa.

Lecture: License to Play:  How Do I … 

“I don’t even know how to start” modifying a pattern. I’ve 
heard this many times from quilters. Along with my hu-
morous stories and mishap adventures, I’ll provide lots of 
tips and easy steps to making a pattern your own – from 
simple to advanced pattern modification ideas to tips for 
creating your own pattern designs. Bonus – Provide quilt 
examples from your guild membership and I’ll make sug-
gestions on your specific projects.

Learn more about Diane at www.dianeLmurtha.com  or 
follow her on Instagram @dianelmurtha.

Don’t miss Diane’s Zoom workshop Modified Quilt 
as You Go on Friday, April 3.
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President - Pat Henry
Hello fellow quilters! I hope this weather has everyone staying on their toes. As they 
say, “If you don’t like the weather today, just hang on and it will change soon.” I think 
Spring is rolling in at a fast pace and not waiting quietly at all.

We have had a very busy month since our last newsletter. The Sweetheart Winter Re-
treat was so much fun.  As always, I love to hear the laughter and chatter from all. So 
many new ideas are thrown out during these retreats and the creativity is boundless.  
This is a very talented and creative group that never ceases to amaze me.

The Board is taking nominations for Board positions that must be filled ASAP! Effective 
September 1, 2026, we’ll have a new Board coming on to serve for two years. We need 
to fill the following positions:

1.	 President

2.	 VP Programs & Workshops

3.	 VP Membership

4.	 VP Quilt Show

5.	 VP Communication

6.	 VP Finance

These positions can be filled by one person, or two people can share the role. You’ll 
never be left to fend for yourself. The outgoing Board members will be there to help as 
a resource if needed. Please contact me directly with any questions or to volunteer to 
guide our Guild through the next two years.

I have begun to receive items being made for the show booth. From now on when you 
turn in the items, please fill out a form that will be on the registration table. This allows 
us to keep track of those members who have contributed what items and also the  
number of hours that were used to complete your contribution. 

Karen Neal and Kellee Vargas Co-Chair - Membership
Hello, Quilting Friends,

If you did not renew your 2024-2025 membership and would like to take advantage 
of our half-price offer to join for 2025-2026, you can send your check for $22.50, made 
out to Quilter’s Guild of Dallas, to the mailing address below:

	 Quilter’s Guild of Dallas	  
	 305 Spring Creek Village, Box 521 
	 Dallas, TX 75248-5744

You can also renew by paying cash at the April meeting. See Kellee Vargas or Karen 
Neal at the Membership Services/Sign-In Desk when you come in for the meeting.
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Kathryn Bernstein - VP Programs and Workshops
Workshop: Modified Quilt as You Go (via Zoom)

Think of this technique as two-step quilting. This class yields perfectly quilted blocks 
embellished with a variety of appliqué options. Quilting thru each block and batting 
individually makes quilting easy for both new and experienced quilters alike – no bulk 
or awkward struggling with a large sandwiched quilt. A great project for increasing ac-
curacy, as well as small space quilting, like retreats, or for me, my RV! This technique 
can be used to create any size quilt that can be appliquéd in endless 
options. So much fun!

Linda Newman - VP Education
EDUCATION DEMONSTRATION
March Education Topic:  QUILT LABELS

Linda Newman showed examples of different techniques, including permanent pen, 
computer printed labels, embroidered labels, premade labels. The important message 
is LABEL ALL YOUR QUILTS! This includes show quilts, gift quilts, inherited quilts, 
purchased quilts, mini quilts. The label helps preserve the story of your quilt, the who, 
when, where, what, and why. 

If you are entering a quilt in the North Texas Quilt Festival (Quilt Expo), please look at 
the website for specific requirements, but here are the label requirements, which are 
slightly different from the past Dallas shows:

“Festival Quilt Identity Label – A quilt label should be sewn on a lower back corner. 
The label should include:

a) the name of the quilt;
b) the entrant’s name;
c) the entrant’s address; and
d) the entrant’s phone number.

This is a Festival Quilt Identity Label; a personal label does not substitute, unless it 
includes all of the above information. To ensure impartiality in judging, please apply a 
fabric flap sewn or carefully safety pinned along the top edge of any label with identifi-
cation of the maker(s) in order to conceal your personal information.”

Joyce Rutherford passed away on March 5, 2026. 

She was a long time Quilters Guild of Dallas member and a member of  
Quilters Unique. She was always smiling.

Her celebration of life is March 25th at 10:30 am at Lovers Lane United 
Methodist Church - 9200 Inwood Rd., Dallas, TX 75220.
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Linda Bartley, VP Show,  show@quiltersguildofdallas.org 
Please be a part of this new venture for the Quilters Guild of Dallas.

 

The Quilters Guild of Dallas will be a host guild for the 
North Texas Quilt Festival, July 30-August 1, 2026 

 Irving Convention Center. 

The Festival is produced by volunteers from seven local guilds as part of the Original 
Sewing and Quilting  Expo. Each guild will receive revenue from the Festival based on their 
e?orts to increase attendance and o?er items for sale. 

We will help encourage attendance by  
¥ promoting the Festival 
¥ producing a quality quilt show 
¥ selling admission tickets 
¥ volunteering during the Festival 

We will o?er items for sale through 
¥ making and donating Art Quilts for a mini quilt silent auction 
¥ selling Festival T-shirts 
¥ producing items for sale at our complimentary Dallas Guild Vendor Booth 

As you can tell, these items require planning, cooperation, and volunteer commitment. 

Guild members are already working on these items, but there is always a place for more 
volunteers. You can help Dallas prepare for a successful Festival in these areas: 

¥ Make and donate mini quilts for the Art Quilt silent action 
¥ Enter quilts in the Festival – judged show with ribbons and cash prices 
¥ Sell admission tickets for the Dallas Guild 
¥ Purchase a Festival T Shirt 
¥ Make items to sell in the Guild booth 

Volunteers that want to work during the week of the Festival will sign up online using 
SignUp Genius app. It will be publicized when SignUp Genius becomes active. 

Click here for all the Festival details. 

Please be a part of this new venture for the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas. 



NTQF Mini Quilt Auction Fundraiser for QGD
Joe Ellen Ticknor and Terry Reese
Some of the entry requirements, quilt preparation instructions, and quilt submission 
rules for the North Texas Quilt Festival Mini Quilt Auction are different from those of 
the Dallas Quilt Guild auctions we’ve had in the past. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joe Ellen Ticknor, Terry Reese, or Linda Bartley.  

Entry Requirements

•	 A separate Entry Form must be completed for each item entered.
•	 Entrant must choose the guild that is receiving the donation. 100% of the money col-

lected for each quilt will go to the guild designated by the donator.
•	 Mini Quilts must be no larger than 24” on any one side and no smaller than 10”.
•	 Mini Quilts may not be made with a licensed fabric (for example: Disney, Sport 

Teams or College Logos). 
•	 Quilts must be able to be displayed in a 24” x 24” space and be able to be hung on a 

rod.
•	 Every entry requires a unique, non-generic name for tracking purposes. Using “Mini 

Quilt 1” is not sufficient.
•	 All entries must be ‘Show Quality’, clean, in good condition, free of animal hair and 

smoke smell.
•	 Entries will be accepted in the order registered, with the total number of entries lim-

ited per site and participating guild.
•	 The Auction Committee reserves the right to refuse any entry it deems inappropriate 

or does not meet the requirements.
•	 All entries must be submitted online using the entry form by 11:59 PM June 15, 

2026.
•	 Quilts entered in the 2026 NTQF Quilt Contest may not be sold in the 2026 Mini 

Auction.

Quilt Preparation

•	 All entries must be able to be hung on a 2” rod.
•	 Mini Quilts must have a 2” sleeve attached (start with a strip at least 4.5” wide). The 

sleeve should include ½” of ease and be stitched to the quilt on both the top and 
bottom of the sleeve. Entries without a correctly sized sleeve will not be accepted.

•	 Entries must have a label with the following: Maker’s name, Guild name and credit 
to the pattern maker if a copyright pattern is used.

Quilt Submission

•	 After submitting the entry form, print the auto-generated email you receive and at-
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tach a copy to your entry.
•	 Your mini quilt must be turned in to Joe Ellen Ticknor, Terry Reese or Linda Bartley 

by the July 2, 2026 Dallas Guild meeting.
•	 If assistance is needed, or you have questions, please contact Joe Ellen, Terry or 

Linda.

Blue and Cheddar Quilt
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles at the Museum at Texas Tech University

Some museums have considerable acquisitions budgets and others depend solely on 
donations. The Museum at Texas Tech University primarily  
depends on donations, but over the years one stakeholder has stepped up to purchase 
quilts that came up at local estate sales, if the curator thought they would enhance the 
museum’s collection. In 2019 she contributed a quilt made from a Mountain Mist Bat-
ting Wrapper—Tulip Bowl and more  recently acquired three quilts for the museum, 
one of which is the subject of this article.   

This blue, cheddar and oxblood quilt is particularly interesting. While the block size 
and dark colors of this quilt might indicate an 1880–1889-time frame, scholars think 
the curved edging and light binding are indicative of a 1925-1950 date. The condition is 
excellent and supports that later date.

King David’s Crown Quilt, c. 1925-1950, acquired for the Museum at Texas 
Tech University with monies from Mary Ann Bridges, TTU-H2026-016-002
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The border of the quilt is quilted 
in the same pattern as the pieced 
blocks which are done in the  
pattern called King David’s Crown.  
Carrie Hall and Rose Kretsinger 
in their book The Romance of the 
Patchwork Quilt in America in 1935 
said it is one of the simpler  
patterns taking its name from the 
Bible which was often used because 
of its easy construction.  

This was not an easy quilt to make 
with the curved border, curved 
edges and number of points to line 
up. The challenges are evident as on 
close inspection the points don’t 
exactly come together, but that 

makes the pattern seem to dance. The quilt is in remarkably good condition and might 
not have been used. The color combination does not appeal to all, but for those who 
have seen it and like the colors, they have been quite enthusiastic about this quilt.  

Cheddar was a fashionable color in the Pennsylvania German aesthetic for quilts made 
from the mid 1850s until the early 20th century.  Cheddar is often an indication that 
a piece was made in Pennsylvania, but not necessarily. The maker used the same blue 
thread to quilt the piece on all areas of the quilt, not matching the cheddar or brown.  
Close inspection shows that they pieced several of the cheddar fabrics to create the 
blocks.  They really wanted to use that color, which does make the piece pop!  

The cheddar and oxblood combination might be an indication that this quilt was made 
in the eastern North Carolina to Georgia region where this color combination was 
popular. Another clue that it is likely a Southern quilt and not Pennsylvania is that the 
backing is a solid color. Pennsylvania quilts tend to have a check or other non-solid 
fabric on their back. All these questions about where and when this quilt was made 
would be answered if the maker had put a label on the quilt, but that wasn’t something 
that was popular or happened regularly at that time. The piece was likely handed down 
through the family, and everyone knew who made it, so no need to write it on the quilt.  
But with the way our families move around today labels are essential. They not only 
document when the quilt was made but more importantly who made the quilt. Some-
one put a lot of time into this quilt, and I so wish I could share their story along with 
this beautiful piece.


