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May 7 Speaker - ]?ena Rosenberg Meeting:
(Lecture via Zoom) May 7th

L Social hour - 6:45
Dena began her quilting jour-  peeting 7 - 9 pm
ney a little over 30 years ago,

however, her love of quilts Location:
Al began with her Spring Valley United
grandmother. Although Dena  Methodist Church

never saw her 7700 Spring Valley Rd,
grandmother quilt, she owns Dallas, TX 75254
several quilts her . )
grandmother made. Through II\SIrmg to Bé[}? etmg(:i Tell
quilting, Dena feels that she aéne ta%FK owand ek,
is not only connected to her ?in. ialng N
grandmother but also to those who have quilted through nished projects:
history. As Dena’s quilting journey began, she began Quilter’s Guild of
piecing but always dreamed of becoming an appliqué Dallas Programs
quilter. Once that dream was realized, she decided she Kathryn Bernstein
wanted to pass on her passion and loves teaching others VP Programs &
and watching them begin their own quilting journey. Workshops
Lecture: Using Your Imagination With Fabric All members and
: . . . N . visitors are welcome to
This lecture will focus on using your imagination with fab- attend the Guild meet-
ric. After the lecture, be prepared to look at fabric from a ings held on the first
new perspective. From getting out of your fabric “box,” to Thursday of the month.

learning about broderie perse, you will find that the pos-

sibilities of what you can do For information on the

with fabric are only limited Quilter’s Guild of

by your own imagination. Dallas:
https://www.quilters-

For more information about guildofdallas.org/

Dena, see her website,
denarosenberg.com
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President - Pat Henry

April is flying by as fast as March did and we’re on our way to participating in the North
Texas Quilt Festival in July/August. This will be a new experience for us, but one we're
taking on willingly.

We're requesting handmade items to sell in our booth. Remember, proceeds from any-
thing sold in our booth go directly to the Guild, so please donate handmade items to fill
our booth. Bring them to the meeting. When you check in, Karen or Kellee will give you
a form to report the number of hours you spent on each item. We need to keep up with
our volunteer hours to maintain our non-profit status.

We’'ll have quilt show t-shirts for sale at the May meeting. They're $20.00 each, cash or
check only. Raffle tickets will also be there for you to take and sell. You'll get a packet
when you check in at the meeting.

I'm sad to tell you that our long-time member Kathy Carson passed away last week.
See Sunshine and Shadow below for information about her memorial service. If you're
not able to attend the service but would like to drop off a card for the family at the May
meeting, we will deliver them to the family for you.

We are a community that bonds over our love of quilting. If you see a new face at a
meeting, please go up to them, introduce yourself and get to know them. Sometimes we
tend to focus on our groups and don’t see the new faces who are attending.

See you soon!

©

Kathy Carson passed away on April 7, 2026. Her memorial

service will be held on Saturday, May 2nd, 4:00 in the afternoon at
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 6525 Inwood Road (at the intersec-
tion of Inwood/Mockingbird), Dallas 752009.

Karen Neal and Kellee Vargas Co-Chair - Membership

We need to have a record of all items created to sell in the booth as well as how many
hours you worked on them, so we created a form you can use to enter your items. You
can pick up a copy of the form at the May meeting. We’ve also created a document you
can download and use to enter your list. Just enter the name/description of the item,
how many you made, and how many hours you worked on them. The form will
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automatically total the number of items and time for you at the bottom of the form. No
math required! You can download the document here: QGD website > Membership >
Forms > Other Forms > Download Donation Items for Guild Booth

Please let us know if you need help with any of this and thanks for your help. Contact us
at membership@quiltersguildofdallas.org

Kathryn Bernstein - VP Programs and Workshops

Due to rising costs and low enrollment in recent workshop offerings, the Board of Di-
rectors has made the difficult decision to postpone Guild-sponsored workshops for the
foreseeable future. The Board will continue to evaluate programming options to ensure
Guild resources are used in a manner consistent with our mission and long-term sus-
tainability. We are pleased to continue offering guest speakers at our monthly meetings
and are actively planning additional workdays to provide meaningful opportunities for
member engagement and to support our Covers for Kids initiative. Thank you for your
continued membership and participation.

Linda Bartley, VP Show, show@quiltersguildofdallas.org

Presenting:

ORIGINAL
:{:’Z;} Sewing & Quilt
EeX e PeD.

Preparations for the North Texas Quilt Festival are picking up speed. Join the team to
make this new venture a community success for Quilters Guild of Dallas.
. Make plans to attend the Festival, July 31 — August 1. Bring a friend!

. Volunteer your time to prepare for Festival and to work the days of the Festival.
. Donate a mini quilt for the Silent Auction.

. Create items to sell in the QGD Booth.

. Enter your quilt in the Festival.

https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events/Dallas-TX/Features-Events
May 31 — Deadline to enter quilts in North Texas Quilt Festival
June 15 — Deadline to register Mini Quilt donation online

July 2 — Last day to turn in Mini Quilt

The May 7th Guild meeting will be busy; admission tickets will be distributed, Festival
T Shirts will be for sale, mini quilt donations can be submitted, booth merchandise can
be donated, and more.

Come join the excitement!
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NTQF Mini Quilt Auction Fundraiser for QGD
Joe Ellen Ticknor and Terry Reese

Just A Reminder

« You must enter each quilt that you are donating.

« All entries must be submitted online by 11:59 PM June 15, 2026. (Please do it ear-
lier!)

« Entries will be accepted in the order entered, with the total number of entries lim-
ited per site and participating guild.

« Entries must be no smaller than 10” on any side and no larger than 24” on any side.
« Mini quilts must have a 2” sleeve attached (start with at least a strip 4.5” wide). The
sleeve should include 1/2” of ease and be stitched to the quilt on both the top and

bottom of the sleeve.

- Entries must have a label with the following: Maker’s name, Guild name, and credit
to the pattern maker if a copyright pattern is used. (I would appreciate the name of
the quilt being on the label also, Thanks, Joe Ellen).

 After submitting the entry form, print the auto-generated email you receive and at-
tach a copy to your entry.

« Your mini quilt must be turned in to Joe Ellen Ticknor or Terry Reese by the July 2,
2026 Dallas Guild meeting. (Please do it earlier if possible, Thanks again, Joe Ellen).

Documenting an Inscribed Quilt
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum at Texas Tech

' Album quilts with the names of participants in-
scribed on it have been popular since the beginning
of the 19th century, in part because of the develop-
ment of permanent ink that would not eat through
the fabric. This quilt was made in West Texas

in the Crosbyton area by a group known as the

Big Four Quilt Club and is dated 1959. It is being
shared to outline how research to document a quilt
is done in a museum and because this is one of the
few in the collection on which almost every woman
has been found in digital references.
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The Big Four Quilt Club was a community organization based in the Big Four com-
munity, located a few miles north of Crosbyton (about 40 minutes east of Lubbock) in
Crosby County, Texas. The community’s name “Big Four” originated in 1902 when four
houses were built around a single windmill that supplied water for all of them and later
a school was built there to accommodate the families in the area. The club historically
held its meetings in the Big Four School auditorium, a building that served as a com-
munity center for the rural area until about 1980. While the physical school building
was sold and demolished in 2011, the legacy of the club is preserved through local
histories and former members who were active in the Crosbyton area.

Stella Fae Brints (1918-2016) and ident on the Big Four
Club quilt

Donated by the family of the woman who put the blocks together, Stella Fae Brints, the
names are written in liquid embroidery on blocks pieced in the Album pattern. Many
inscribed quilts are made from the Album block pattern because of the white area in
the center that is ideal for writing on or embroidering with names.

To document quilts of this type, museums create a chart and put what is on each block
into the chart. Our team started that and then with the aid of find-a-grave was able to
identify all but two of the women on the quilt. Find-a-grave is a free website
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial. Volunteers across the country have docu-
mented the names and information on gravestones in cemeteries. It is possible that
your ancestor is there already, and you could add to their story or upload photos of
them. For museum documentation it is particularly helpful as donors often don’t re-
member the life dates of the person who made or used an item but know their name
and usually where they are buried.

It is possible that these two women, Cecil Brock and Cordie Giles, are still alive, so not
findable on Find-a-grave. Other possibilities are that they were buried in a cemetery
that has not yet been documented, or a state outside Texas or New Mexico that we

Quilter’s Guild of Dallas “Newsletter May - 2026” page 5



searched or that they were cremated and their ashes scattered, or that they remarried
or otherwise changed their last name. Interestingly on Find-a-grave, the obituaries of
many of these women mentioned that they were part of the Big Four Quilting Club. So
being part of this quilting group was something of which they were proud.

Big Four Club |Doral Brixey Liddie Justus | Ardella Justus |Lula Matthews

1959

Virginia Davis |Carlatta Edler |Cecil Brooke Hazel Hinkle | Stella Fae
Brints

Lucille Chappel |Ruth Mize Kathleen Hazel Ouita Powell

Higginbotham | Kirkendall

Maggie Audrey Exum | Cordie Giles Vina Fowler Jewel Fowler

Crawford

Lois Odom Kathryn Justus |Marie Fowler |Dora lee Ellison | Opal Fowler

Annie May Lela Fowler Ina Lee Finch | Avis Kim Margie

Mitchell Randall Smith

Because handwriting is often difficult to discern, looking for the women on Find-a-
grave was a huge help. Often, I had to search for the last name in that community to
figure out exactly what the first name on the quilt was. For example, I could not find

a Doral Brixey on Find-a-grave, so I searched instead for Brixeys that were buried in
Crosby County, Texas and C. Doral Fowler Brixey came up. The quilt didn’t document
her maiden name. Many other Fowlers are represented on the quilt and likely related
to her, including her mother, Jewel. This technique is particularly helpful because
handwriting is often difficult to discern. For instance, we thought the second block on
the last line represented Lila Fowler, but discovered her headstone spells her name Lela
Fowler.

Many inscribed quilts remain in the hands of family members
w and the more you can do to document who is represented on

| the quilt the better. In this case the family knew what the Big
" Four Club on the quilt represented which launched our re-
. search. Without that key to the story, it is likely that the mu-
seum would not have accepted this treasure into the collection.
The strong story and the possibility of research helped get it
' through the Collections Review Board. The more the story of a
quilt stays with the quilt, the better the likelihood of its
continued preservation.

Annie May
Mitchell’s block
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