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Cathy Perlmutter (Lecture via Zoom)

I started quilting in 1991, during 
a career in journalism. The hob-
by eventually took over my life. 
I’ve written many books and 
patterns, not just about quilting, 
but also about making 3-D and 
mixed media art. My goal is for 
people who use my 
tutorials, books, and patterns, 
or who take my classes, to ex-

perience the same combination of relaxation, excitement, 
discovery, and joy that I do. Wherever you are in your 
quilting journey, you will have a good time and surprise 
yourself with where you wind up—just as surprised as I am 
by where each project takes me!

In general, my approach to quilting is non-fussy. It’s a 
thrill sport. I never know exactly where each quilt will take 
me, but I have a blast in the process, learning a lot and 
usually laughing at the mistakes (sometimes gnashing my 
teeth, moaning, and heading for the fridge).

Lecture:  Time Travel Quilts

Ideas for combining new and old elements in quilts. 
Examples of using vintage fabric, like denim jeans; linen 
dinner napkins; clothing (beyond tee shirts); neckties; 
embroideries; hankies; lace; and much more.

Learn more at my website, http://cathyperlmutter.com

Meeting:  
July 2nd 
Social hour - 6:45 
Meeting 7 - 9 pm 

Location: 
Spring Valley United 
Methodist Church
7700 Spring Valley Rd, 
Dallas, TX 75254

Bring to Meeting:
Name tag, Show and Tell, 
and any CFK 
finished projects! 

Quilter’s Guild of
Dallas Programs
Kathryn Bernstein
VP Programs &
Workshops

All members and 
visitors are welcome to     
attend the Guild meetings 
held on the first Thursday 
of the month.  

For information on the       
Quilter’s Guild of  
Dallas:  
https://www.quilters-
guildofdallas.org/
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President - Pat Henry

We’re beginning to bring together all the items for our show booth! More items were 
turned in at last month’s meeting and I’m very excited to see all of them. We have a 
wide variety of products that showcase the skills our members bring to the Guild. A 
few spots are still left for the show workday on Saturday, July 11th. On that day, we’ll 
get everything sorted, priced, and packaged so it’s organized when it’s time to set up 
our booth at the show. To register to attend the workday, go to the Guild’s website, 
then to Programs and Workshops/Workshops/Upcoming Workshops

This month we have a wonderful presenter, Cathy Perlmutter. She’ll share with us 
her ideas for combining vintage fabric, denim jeans, dinner napkins, neckties and 
much more. Be sure not to miss her lecture.

Please bring your patriotic quilts for Bring and Brag! We’ll be celebrating the 250th 
Anniversary of the United States on July 4th – what a history we have. See you soon!

Martha Smith - Nomination Committee

Slate of Officers to vote on at July meeting!

President  ....................................Bonnie Cook   
 
1st VP  Community Service.........Sharon Wheeler and Kylie DeGilio

2nd VP Membership....................Linda Newman

3rd VP Programs.........................Pat Henry

4th VP Communications..............OPEN

5th VP Finance...........................Melinda Valentine

6th VP Show Committee............Emily Murray

7th VP Education ...................... Karen Neal

Secretary...................................Pat Galvin
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Bios for Slate of Officers

Bonnie Cook - President

Bonnie is happiest when she’s in her quilt room sewing. She always 
has a needle and thread in her purse and loves to quilt. She enjoys old 
quilts and spends hours reading about antique quilts and their his-
tory. She is married to Wes Allen, and they have a daughter named 
Maggie. Her quilting assistant is her dog, Phoebe. 

When Bonnie’s not quilting, she’s yelling at the local sports teams.

She is the former executive director of a local nonprofit. She retired in November, 
2023.

1st VP Community Service - Sharon Wheeler and  
Kylie DeGilio

Sharon Wheeler  
 

Sharon Wheeler made her first quilt, 2 1/2’ by 3 1/2’ wall quilt, in 2014 
with the help of her late, ex-mother-in-law, Barbara.  While she “got 
the bug” for quilting at that time, she didn’t make her second quilt until 
the fall of 2021 after joining a friend’s quilting group, the Crittendon 
Quilters, in East Aurora, NY.  It was a toddler-sized, log cabin quilt she 
made for her first granddaughter shortly after her birth.  

She continued quilting, making a California King sized Green Bay  
Packers quilt for her son for his high school graduation in 2024. Her most prized quilt, 
however, is a vintage, two-person quilt. In 1984, Sharon’s late grandmother, who was 
born in 1895, showed her a mostly finished Rose of Sharon quilt top on which her 
grandmother had appliquéd the flowers.  

When her grandmother passed away 5 years later, Sharon took the bag in which her 
grandmother kept the still-unfinished quilt top with a determination to finish the quilt 
someday. Sharon carried that bag through at least 17 household moves before she 
finally finished it while being a part of the Crittendon Quilters.  

She joined the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas in the summer of 2025, shortly after which she 
began binding quilts and making quilt tops for our Covers for Kids program. Sharon 
is excited to be taking over the program and looks forward to working with all of those 
involved to continue keeping this wonderful program alive.
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Kylie DeGilio
Kylie has been part of the Quilters Guild of Dallas since 2024. After 
studying Biosystems Engineering at Auburn University, she began her 
career as a civil engineer in the DFW area.

Her sewing journey started in Alabama, where a friend taught her the 
basics of using a sewing machine. Her first weekend in Dallas hap-
pened to coincide with the 2024 Dallas Quilt Show, where she was 
immediately captivated by the incredible talent on display. What 
began as a simple skill quickly grew into a meaningful creative outlet, 
especially thanks to the mentorship and support she found within the 
Guild.

At this stage of life, she primarily creates baby and wedding quilts for friends and  
family as they enter new seasons. When she’s not quilting, she enjoys spending time 
with family in Austin, volunteering, and being outdoors with her sweet pup, Socrates, 
who faithfully supervises all her sewing projects.

Linda Newman - 2nd - VP - Membership

Linda Newman fell in love with quilts because of the ones her grandmother made, and 
she cuddled under as a child. She learned to sew garments as a teen-
ager but didn’t get around to making quilts until nearing retirement 
in her legal career (and getting the kids off to college!). She got her 
start with a Joann’s block of the month set of kits and hasn’t stopped 
since. She joined the Dallas Guild in 2008 and has been a regular 
show volunteer, quilt entrant, and participant in meetings and work-
shops. She regularly enters quilts in the show and has won a few rib-
bons through the years.

Linda was born in Dallas, grew up in Arlington, and attended TCU 
and SMU law school. She was a partner in a Dallas firm, with a specialty in financial 
services, was in-house counsel with Bank of America, FDIC, and ended her career as 
General Counsel for Sammons Enterprises. Her husband is also a retired attorney, so 
dinner table conversation can get kind of geeky! Her adult kids live in South Bend and 
Atlanta, along with three brilliant grandkids.

Linda has served in the past as Secretary of the Board and currently serves as Edu-
cation Chair. She has been in a weekly, now monthly, small group as well as Nimble 
Thimbles Friendship Group. She regularly does binding for Covers for Kids. 

Linda hopes to grow the Guild’s membership and help members find new quilting 
friends and ways to participate in Guild activities.



Pat Henry - 3rd VP - Programs
Pat is a native Texan and lives in Irving, Texas. She has a hotel back-
ground in Catering. She retired a couple years ago after 24 years with 
North Lake College. She has been married to her husband Steve for 49 
years this past August and they have three grown daughters, nine grand-
children (another on the way in August) and one great-granddaughter.

She learned to sew from her mother who made all her clothes when she 
was young. Her mother was the oldest of eight and learned to sew from her mother. 
Growing up, Pat was amazed by the sewing and quilting talents of both grandmothers 
and aunts. Although she considers herself still a novice quilter, she really enjoys the quilting pro-
cess.

Pat has been a member of Quilter’s Guild of Dallas for many years. She became active 
in the Guild through the Show Committee working the Vendor’s Lounge, the Guild 
Store, and the Membership Table. She loves the community of the Guild and learns so 
many things by listening to people at the meetings, retreats, and any time quilters meet 
up.

4th VP Communications - OPEN

5th VP Finance - Melinda Valentine
 

Melinda Valentine has a BBA in Finance and an MBA, and she retired 
in 2024 after a 30-year career in the commercial loan finance indus-
try. In addition to the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas and the Quilters Unique 
friendship group, she is an active member of Texas Art Collectors Orga-
nization Dallas (TACO) and Preservation Dallas. She previously served 
on the Dallas Heritage Village/Old City Park Board of Trustees from 
2013-2019, including the role of finance chair for the executive com-

mittee. Her dear grandmother taught her to sew clothing as a young child (her mother 
couldn’t sew on a button, as the joke goes!) and Melinda took her first quilting class in 
2012 after her daughter departed for college. She enjoys the friendships she has made 
through QGD and through assisting with completion of the Covers for Kids quilts, and 
she is looking forward to additional involvement through the Board.   

6th VP Show Committee - Emily Murray

Emily grew up along the Columbia River (OR/WA), went to college in St. 
Paul, MN, and then spent nearly 15 years abroad. She lived in Taiwan for 
almost a decade (gaining her first Master’s) and New Zealand for five years 
(gaining her second). Yes, she speaks Mandarin, though it is rather rusty at 
this point.
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In 2015, Emily returned to Oregon, met a lovely man with a sexy motorcycle, and mar-
ried him. They moved to Richland Hills, TX in 2017, where they currently cater to their 
five cats: Zinga, Beans, Tui, Ghibli, and Tucker.

Professionally, she works full-time in trucking logistics while growing her travel advi-
sory side business, which she plans to transition to full-time in a couple of years.

She joined Toastmasters in 2004 and has been heavily involved worldwide ever since. 
She served as District Director (2023–2024), overseeing 100+ clubs and 2,500+ mem-
bers. From organizing massive conferences and training events to endless hours of 
mentorship, this is still where the vast majority of her time goes. For those in the know: 
she has 3 DTMs and is currently chasing her 4th!

Emily always loved quilts, but before 2010, her only textile experience was cross-stitch. 
When she walked into her first social quilt group in New Zealand, the conversation 
went like this:
“What kind of quilting do you do?” None, I want to learn!
“What kind of sewing do you do?” None, and I only want to learn quilting.
“What kind of machine do you use?” Never used one, don’t know how to, and 
don’t own one. [Panic ensues]

They suggested starting with a table runner. Being a “jump-into-the-deep-end-with-
both-feet” person, she opted for a twin-size quilt instead and has been hooked ever 
since. She joined QGD after attending the 2024 Dallas Quilt Show. She ran into Alice 
McElroy behind the desk—sporting an amazing hat and a hilarious, friendly attitude. 
The vibe was instant, the other ladies were just as welcoming, and she thought, “I like 
this!” So, she put her money down, and here we are!

 
7th VP Education - Karen Neal

Karen was 10 when she learned to piece a quilt top. Her first quilt 
teacher was a friend of her mother, who paid for her house with money 
she made from selling her quilts. Her influence has given me a life-long 
love of quilting.

When Karen was teaching, she had a small group of students who 
wanted to learn to quilt so they formed a lunch break club. Teaching 7th grade girls to quilt 
was Karen’s chance to give to others what had been given to her as a child.
Secretary - Pat Galvin

Pat grew up on the East Coast but has called Texas home for more than 40 
years. She has been a member of the Quilter’s Guild of Dallas for most of those 
years. She served on the Board of Directors as Program VP and volunteered at 
the annual quilt show. Quilting has always been her passion. The Dallas Quilt 
Guild has been her resource for all things quilting, friendships based on shared 
interests and the joy of organized commitment to serving our community. Along 
with quilting, she is an avid gardener and enjoys life with a large dog.
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Linda Bartley, VP Show,  show@quiltersguildofdallas.org

The Festival is coming! The Festival is coming!

Our new adventure is right around the corner. Thanks to everyone who submitted 
quilts, donated Mini-Quilts for the silent auction, or volunteered to help during the 
Original Sewing and Quilting Expo.

The North Texas Quilt Festival will showcase over 350 quilts in the judged competi-
tion. The Dallas Guild has been part of the preparation for this event as we have pivoted 
from producing the Dallas Quilt Show.

The Expo will feature many special events during its run; July 30 - August 1, 2026.  
Check out all the events here.

*Daily Door Prizes
*Fashion Friday
*Make -It and Take - It
*Sewing for a Cause
*Sewing for the Next Generation

Special exhibits from SAQA: Studio Art Quilt Associates
Dallas Guild will be in booth #415 with hand-crafted items to sell.
Vendors will fill out the Expo space.

Make plans to attend and pre-purchase an admission ticket from a Dallas Guild mem-
ber for a reduced price.

July 30 - August 1, 2026,  Irving Convention Center, Irving, Texas

The Festival is coming so make plans to attend!
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Quilt Documents the Southern Point of View of Civil War
By Marian Ann J. Montgomery, Ph.D.
Curator of Clothing and Textiles, Museum at Texas Tech University

Susan Robb created this masterpiece for her stepson William Henry Robb in the 1860s.  
He served in the Confederate Army.  It is one of the few remaining quilts to show the 
southern point of view of the Civil War.  As such it has been exhibited around the coun-
try in many exhibits and remains probably the most important quilt in the Museum at 
Texas Tech University’s collection.  

Gift of the Estate of T. J. Robb, TTU-H198-104

The evidence of the southern point of view includes the pelican, a symbol of the south, 
knocking the spread eagle, a symbol of the north, off its pedestal. The central block 
shows Confederate soldiers dominating Union soldiers. In the upper left corner of the 
center block is the yellow dog that belonged to the family.

The Robb family had a long debate about who should get the quilt. Ultimately the quilt 
came to the Museum at Texas Tech University with the stipulation that it be brought 
out for the Robb family to see every three years when they are in the Lubbock area for 
their family reunion. This is an unusual, but not onerous, request from donors. 
Museums generally are happy to get out pieces donated by a family member, with suf-
ficient notice.  

Twice during my time as curator, the family has gathered to see the quilt.  The time 
with them on those occasions has been some of the most rewarding in my career as a 
curator. The men in their cowboy hats or gimme caps and the women keeping the small 
children in line came with a reverence and family stories.

Center Block Detail
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Family discussions around the quilt about their ancestors were lively and interesting.  
As the older generation who saw the quilt safely into a museum has died off the re-
unions seem to be a thing of the past, although the museum stands ready to share this 
treasure when asked.  

 

Robb family looking at Susan Robb’s quilt at family reunion time.

Made in Arkansas during the Civil War on a plantation known to have 20+ slaves, the 
question arises who actually made and quilted the quilt. Susan Robb is credited with 
the piece and probably did the applique work on the blocks as that work is very con-
sistent across the piece but possibly did not do all the quilting. Researchers generally 
believe that although quilts of this high caliber descended through white families, that 
slave hands were involved in creating the piece. During the last visit by the Robb fam-
ily one of the women noticed the slight difference in the quilting stitches and one of the 
older gentlemen remarked, “possibly quilted in part by slave hands.” Much research 
remains to be done around this idea.

This masterpiece remains the most significant quilt in the Museum’s collection. Since 
it has traveled to other museums for exhibit, it has its own traveling box stored for its 
next adventure.  


